
In the literacy community, every article, relevant blogger, publisher’s content lists, conference 
session and most of the bookish nation are highlighting the ‘overarching Common Core 
Standards.’ We have all heard something about Common Core, whether we are parents, 
teachers, librarians, or just interested. Common Core has been accepted by almost every state 
in the United States. For most school districts implementation began in the 2012-2013 school 
year and will be completely integrated by 2014. If you are a public librarian who is aware of ‘the 
mountain known as Common Core,’ but first needs the map to reach it and then a guide to climb 
it, this paper is written to answer some of your questions. It is not intended to be a research 
paper; however, it does include references throughout. When the document refers to research 
findings, it relies on publicly available studies and reports.  

Common Core State Standards are now, for most of the United States, a reality and a challenge.  
These standards represent a new way of teaching, a new way of collection development for many 
librarians and a burgeoning industry in the publishing world. To develop and align Public Library 
collections with school districts’ curriculum is the new expectation. Librarians, of course, know 
their patron base well, but understanding the Common Core State Standards and how to partner 
with families and schools within this new era of education is a huge and critical task. We would 
like to offer the knowledge that we have gained, through the eyes of the passionate and curious, 
to help our Public Library colleagues unravel the mountain called Common Core.   

Unfolding Common Core 
State Standards 
For Public Librarians



The Reality: Today’s Educational System
The world has changed. So has the United States’ standing in education. To get a better 
understanding of what these statistics mean for the future of our children, let’s look deeper into 
the facts. Every five minutes there are 260 babies born in India. There are 155 babies born in 
China. There are 39 babies born in the United States. China’s students rank #1 in the world for 
Reading, Math and Science. The United States students are currently ranked at #14 in Reading, 
#20 in Science, and #24 in Math – and dropping in rank in each of these core subjects. India 
has more honor students than we have students. Sadly, 42% of US employers find High School 
graduates unprepared for jobs. Between 30% and 40% of grads are unprepared for entry level 
college work. We don’t have enough qualified graduates to fill good jobs; professional, high tech, 
even blue collar jobs. United States employers are being forced to look for qualified candidates 
overseas. Our kids are competing for jobs with China and India! It is up to our children to catch up 
and keep up, and it is up to us to ensure that they have the tools to excel.

In the United States, 74 percent of High School graduates are 
not ready for college-level writing, biology, algebra or social 
science classes, according to the benchmarks set by the ACT 
test. Shocking as it seems, just over a quarter of the test takers 
are ready to do college work in all four areas.

The Reasons: What Are They and Why?
For teachers with a desire to teach, for families who are passionate about their child’s success 
and lose sleep over the current education statistics, for schools who strive for excellence, for 
librarians who picked this great profession for more reasons than “I like books,” and for all of us 
who want nothing more than for the youngest generation of Americans to deliver greatness in this 
global economy - Common Core State Standards could be the solution.  

The new Common Core State Standards utilize very specific language. The language of the 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) is not new, but is full of buzz, action words and power 
verbs. There are more than 700 ‘power verbs’ in the state standards, such as: analyze, integrate, 
formulate toward, more rigor and inquiry based learning. This paper will help define and familiarize 
the reader with some of that ‘lingo.’ 

The Goal: Globally Competitive Students
These standards are aimed at preparing students to succeed in college and in their careers.  
The Common Core State Standards were developed by educators to answer a dire need. The 
students in the United States are not prepared for college. They are not prepared for careers. 
They are not prepared to compete against the students in other advancing countries. Our current 
education system does not work for the vast majority of students in this country and is failing at 
guaranteeing their success.

Together, standards set within CCSS and curriculum adapted under the standards will provide a 
learning process that embraces a vision of higher expectation with multiple pathways for attaining 
the key goal of better prepared students. With great implementation, the CCSS will advance our 
students to compete globally. Within the existing, traditional state standards, each state has its 
own process for developing, adopting, and implementing standards. As a result, what students 
are expected to learn can vary widely from state-to-state. CCSS is designed to ensure all 
students are prepared, not just those in high-achieving areas.
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There is so much information regarding the Common Core available that it is difficult to sift 
through to determine what is important. Sadly, there is just as much false information circulating, 
as well, driven by political agendas.  

First, understand that the Federal Government has not been involved in the development of 
the standards. The goal of the Common Core State Standards initiative is not to nationalize 
education. The new standards are not intended to single-handedly improve the quality of our 
nation’s education system, but to allow educators to establish and share goals and expectations 
for their students, no matter where they live. States can choose to adopt some, all or none of 
the standards. Educational standards help teachers ensure their students have the skills and 
knowledge they need to be successful by providing clear goals for student learning. Of course, 
standards are not the only thing that is needed for our children’s success, but they provide an 
accessible roadmap for our teachers, parents and students. 

The Team: Which States Have Adopted?
As of February, 2013, forty-five states, the District of Columbia, four territories, and the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (plus Texas, which has adopted similar guidelines under 
the name TEKS – Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) have adopted the Common Core State 
Standards. The Initiative is a state-led effort to establish a single set of clear educational standards 
for English-Language Arts and Mathematics that states can share and voluntarily adopt. 

Not Yet Adopted
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 The Difference: Then and Now
The CCSS start from a completely different premise than existing (historical) state-based 
standards. The CCSS concepts are simple. Students will do better if required to read more 
difficult materials. Students need to learn how to learn, analyze and conclude based on research. 
Traditional standards require less difficult reading across the grade levels, CCSS raises those 
reading requirements, considerably. Studies have also shown that over the last 70 years, 
textbooks have grown easier. The CCSS requires that students spend most of their time reading 
texts that they are likely to struggle with, and teachers need to learn to teach these harder texts.  
We must raise our expectations and utilize tools that will help students achieve these higher 
standards. 

The standards are benchmarked to international standards to guarantee that our students are 
competitive in the emerging global market. They were designed to give every child across the 
country the tools they need to succeed. They will ensure that we maintain America’s competitive 
edge, so that all of our students are well prepared with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
compete with not only their peers here at home, but with students from around the world.

The Backbone: Where Did It Start, Who Started it?
The idea is simple, but educators have previously struggled with how to create standards that 
would raise the bar for students, and be accepted by all states in the United States. Common 
Core was defined and adopted by the Council of Chief State School Officers and the National 
Governors Association in June 2010. The CCSS were designed to start in kindergarten and 
continually add depth in each grade toward a complete set of College and Career Readiness 
Standards by the end of High School. 

To better understand the influence, power and determination behind this program, it is important 
to understand the foundation of development and growing list of support committed to its 
success. National Education Association (NEA), American Federation of Teachers (AFT), National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), and National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 
are among the impressive list of organizations that have been instrumental in bringing together 
educators to provide specific, constructive development and feedback on the standards.

Other supporters of CCSS include:

• CCSSO (Common Core State Standards Organization)

• The NGA Center (National Governor’s Association)

• Achieve, Inc.

• ACT

• The College Board

• National Association of State Boards of Education

• Alliance for Excellent Education

• Hunt Institute

• National Parent Teacher Association

• State Higher Education Executive Officers

• American Association of School Administrators

• Business Roundtable
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The Benchmarks: CCSS Criteria
This is an impressive list of ‘who’ is developing and supporting this national effort, but by what 
criteria are the standards being developed? CCSSO and NGA have determined that the following 
benchmarks must be met within each standard:

• Aligned with expectations for college and career success  
• Clear, so that educators and parents know what they need to do to help students learn 
• Consistent across all states, so that students are not taught to a lower standard just because of 

where they live 
• Include both content and the application of knowledge through high-order skills  
• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards and standards of top-performing 

nations 
• Realistic, for effective use in the classroom 
• Informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are prepared to succeed in our 

global economy and society  
• Evidence and research-based  

With almost all states accepting these new standards, 85% of kids in the United States will 
learn through the ‘Common Core State Standards English Language Arts (CCSS ELA) 
scaffolding standards.’ However, Common Core State Standards adoption depends on the 
laws of each state. Some states have adopted the standards through their state boards of 
education, while others have gone through their state legislatures. There is a difference between 
adoption and implementation. Adoption may vary from state to state, but implementation and 
results should look very similar in all states. Local teachers, principals, superintendents and school 
boards will continue to make decisions about curriculum, operation and how they will meet these 
standards, but the focus and results will be the same. The most important factor in the success of 
CCSS is that educators, not legislators, are responsible for the introduction, implementation and 
outcome of the CCSS. That is the best news of the program!

The Parts: Outlining the Standards
Two years ago the CCSS were rolled out and six instructional pedagogical shifts were identified.  
Included in the initial shifts were additional attention to vocabulary, nonfiction materials, text 
complexity, literacy across content areas, increased curriculum rigor from Kindergarten through 
High School, and a focus on producing evidence (vs. opinion). As the implementation develops, 
an obvious seventh shift is occurring – research (the term ‘research’ actually appears 132 times 
in the standards). The Common Core State Standards seem extremely complicated. They are 
aligned to age and grade level, subject and topic; each is defined by a call-out to a particular 
standard or goal. Begin by understanding that these changes occur at the earliest stages of the 
school experience and continue to develop through the High School years. All concepts outlined 
in the CCSS are important in early elementary and become critical by Middle School. By the time 
a student reaches High School, these changes will be inherent in every aspect of the learning 
process as they student prepares for college and career. 4



The CCSS separates students and curriculum standards into two main age groups, three main dis-
ciplinary sections and four main content strands. Hang in there, it is not as complicated as it seems! 

The Age Groups
The entire CCSS is developed for two age 
groups; those in Kindergarten through grade 
five and then grades six through twelve.

The Disciplinary Sections
Disciplinary Section One – The standards 
set for the youngest students - grades 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade - cover 
cross-disciplinary topics to create an 
understanding that subjects are not 
compartmentalized. They are related at 
multiple levels. The subjects they are focused 
on work together and must be learned 
together.  

Disciplinary Sections Two and Three – For 
students in Grades 6-12, the standards are 
broken into two main focuses; 1) English 
Language Arts and 2) Literacy in History, 
Social Studies, Science and Technical 
Subjects. There is more subject separation 
at this age level so that the student can go 
purposefully deeper into each topic.

The Four Content Strands
Understand that the CCSS at all age levels 
and strands contain an integrated model 
of literacy and there are multiple media 
requirements blended throughout. Within 
each of the three main sections, there are 
four basic disciplines, four Strands, each with 
a shared responsibility for students’ literacy 
development:

1. Reading
2. Writing
3. Speaking and Listening **
4. Language

**Speaking and Listening are key aspects of an 
integrated model of literacy. Although the Standards 
are divided into Reading, Writing, Speaking and 
Listening, and Language strands for conceptual 
clarity, the processes of communication are closely 
connected, as reflected throughout this document. 
For example, writing standard 9 requires that 
students be able to write about what they read. 
Likewise, Speaking and Listening standard 4 sets the 
expectation that students will share findings from their 
research.

The Design: Mission to Achieve

Within the ELA sections of the CCSS, standards are separated into four broad learning goals: 

1. Key Ideas and Details – what does it mean? (Understand, Summarizing, Recall)

2. Craft and Structure – focus on word choice, ‘voice’ and opinion of author. Also focuses on type 
of text (poetry, stories, and more)

3. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas – comparing one text against another and summarizing 

4. Range of Reading, Level of Text Complexity – every student will be pushed to read at much 
higher reading levels than the ‘old’ standards demanded

CCSS has been so widely adopted because of the clear and concise focus on the end goal 
and how that goal is accomplished. Administrators and teachers concentrate on, and are held 
accountable to:

• Align with best evidence on college and career readiness expectations
• Build on the best standards work of the states
• Maintain focus on what matters most for readiness

5



Students will need to learn how to ask good, researchable questions and assess information 
critically. They need to understand that the Internet is a good research tool, but everything they 
need to know is not online. Online they will find quick facts which will not serve their needs. They 
need to understand how to thoroughly research a topic and understand the differences in the 
materials they find, whether the source is online, in print, in video or in audio.  

Voice, content and persuasion are nuances that need to be understood as the student moves 
through the grade levels. In its most simplistic explanation, the CCSS is intended to enhance 
the child’s achievement with an emphasis on understanding, explanation and interpretation. The 
student will be required to prove and defend what they have learned.  

At the heart of the standards lies very simple truths; the United States School systems must 
increase the reading and comprehension abilities of our students, enhance the writing and 
communication skills and develop the ability to apply math concepts to everyday life. Strong 
foundations in science and technology, higher order skills, creativity and innovation, analytical 
thinking and problem solving have always been important, but will now be the focus. These are 
the educational goals behind this national effort.

The Expectations: Higher Reading Levels are Now Normal, 
Not Just the Goal
A successful educational response will require awareness of a subtle but important distinction 
that is made in the Standards. It is important to recognize that the shift to having students read 
more complex text does not necessarily apply to, and is certainly not the focus of, those who are 
beginning readers in Kindergarten and Grade 1. CCSS raises the text levels assigned to each 
grade for Grades 2 through 12, but remains focused on the incredibly important early literacy 
scaffolds already in place for the first two years. 

A key aspect of learning to read conventionally in these early years involves being able to decode 
words effectively and to develop solid word recognition skills. The most suitable texts for these 
purposes include features like decodable words, common sight words, and predictable language, 
rather than the presentation of highly complex ideas and language. Kindergarten and Grade 1 
children should have opportunities to engage with complex texts, but this best takes place in the 
context of having those texts read to them, a practice that supports their language development 
and emerging comprehension skills (ILA, p. 1).

Finally, beyond the beginning reading levels, the CCSS guidelines on text complexity encourage 
teachers to engage students in reading at least some texts they are likely to struggle with in terms 
of fluency and reading comprehension. This represents a major shift in instructional approach. 
To ensure that the interactions with such texts lead to maximum student learning, teachers must 
provide significantly greater and more skillful instructional scaffolding—employing re-reading, 
explanation, encouragement and other supports within lessons. (ILA, p. 1) These ‘other supports’ 
should include the implementation of attention-grabbing technology, like audiobooks.
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Implementation: How Do We Get From Here To There?
Where do we start? At its most simplified level, the Common Core State Standards are all 
about the three simple ideas: Fewer, Clearer, Higher. Fewer topics covered than in the old 
standards. Fewer topics will allow teachers to drill deeper into each area of study so kids learn 
more, at a much more analytical and thorough level. The educators now have clearer definitions 
of achievement, so they know what our kids must accomplish to be ready for college and career. 
Teachers have a better understanding of the goal and higher expectations for what kids must 
learn so that they can qualify for the best jobs available. 

The standards require that students gain, evaluate, and present increasingly complex information, 
ideas and evidence through listening and speaking as well as through media. We are no longer 
asking the student, “Can I relate to this book?” The CCSS demands that we ask, “What is it 
trying to say? What is the evidence it offers? Why was it written? What is the author’s conclusion? 
Based on other evidence I’ve gathered, it is accurate? Do I agree with it? What have I learned?”

There is now a focus on results rather than means. By emphasizing required achievements, the 
Standards leave room for teachers, curriculum developers, and states to determine how those 
goals should be reached and what additional topics should be addressed. These goals allow 
the great teachers to teach! Teachers are now free to provide students with whatever tools and 
knowledge their professional judgment and experience identify as most helpful for meeting the 
goals set out in the CCSS.

The Classroom Approach: Who Teaches What?
Shared responsibility for students’ literacy development is threaded throughout the grades. 
This means that each teacher at every grade level and all disciplines will add to the curriculum 
‘scaffolding’ introduced to the student in earlier learnings. The K–5 standards include 
expectations for reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language applicable to a range of 
subjects, including but not limited to English Language Arts (ELA). The grades 6–12 standards 
are divided into two sections, one for ELA and the other for history/social studies, science and 
technical subjects. This division reflects the unique, time-honored place of ELA teachers in 
developing students’ literacy skills while at the same time recognizing that teachers in other areas 
must have a role in this development as well.

Part of the motivation behind the interdisciplinary approach to literacy promulgated by the Standards 
is extensive research establishing the need for college and career ready students to be proficient in 
reading complex informational text independently in a variety of content areas. Most of the required 
reading in college and workforce training programs is informational in structure and challenging in 

clearer higherfewer

1 2 3
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content; postsecondary education programs typically provide students with both a higher volume of 
such reading than is generally required in K–12 schools and comparatively little scaffolding.

The Shift to Nonfiction: Then and Now
What’s the buzz about the focus on nonfiction? Since readiness is the goal, CCSS have a strong 
focus on nonfiction reading. Up to this point, there has been such a solid focus on the great 
fiction that is available that most students and parents haven’t explored nonfiction for more 
than ‘required research.’ This is where your expertise in the area of children’s and YA nonfiction 
literature is priceless! In fact, your skills, knowledge and collections are essential to the success 
of Common Core. Selfishly, this is an excellent chance to show off a little, and showcase how 
valuable you are!

Encompassing the benefits of both fiction and nonfiction into the revised learning process of the 
CCSS, the Common Core moves away from memorization and emphasizes critical thinking and 
problem solving. The more time the student spends on a topic, going deeper and deeper as his 
comprehension increases, the more he will retain and be able to analyze. It’s all about exploring 
a topic with a number of related resources and it typically involves arranging those materials in 
a meaningful way. (Sounds very near the definition of a Public Librarian, doesn’t it?) The student 
must learn how to easily develop the ability to draw big picture conclusions and create detailed, 
workable solutions. He will know more, understand more and deliver more! 

The emphasis on nonfiction/informational texts begins 
in Pre-K; it is not just about the older kids. There are 
some fantastic nonfiction picture books and even 
outstanding nonfiction audiobooks suitable for even 
the youngest learners. The publishers know that 
CCSS emphasizes a 50/50 split between fiction 
and nonfiction (that certainly is not lined up with how 
most libraries have historically purchased content)! 
Publishers are moving toward more nonfiction content 
and more narrative nonfiction and rich texts are on the 
way. Make sure you are ready – and clear some space 
on your shelves!

Nonfiction texts, throughout all age levels, will focus on Science, History, Economics, Ecology, 
Biology, and Math. 

Getting kids to think about the structure of a text is the aim; why is this book different from that 
book if they are both about the same thing? What is different about the way the author arranged 
the information? Why does this book start with the formation of the oceans and this one start with 
how many animals are in the ocean? Why are these books so different? How are they alike? Is 
this author trying to tell us something different that the other author?  

Example: Reading Standard 6 requires students to be able to “assess how point of view or 
purpose shapes the content and style of a text.” It begins in Kindergarten by naming author and 
illustrator. By grade 4 students must identify point of view and by grade 11-12, they are required 
to “analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is directly stated in 
a text from what is really meant.”

Fiction Non-
Fiction
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The Breakdown: Fiction and Nonfiction Balance
It is important to understand that fiction is not vanishing! Although there will be an emphasis on 
nonfiction, expanding as the students move through the grade levels, fiction content will remain 
an important piece of the education process. The expanded focus on nonfiction versus fiction that 
has been adopted by the CCSS breaks down like this: 

• Reading in Elementary School: Fiction - Up to 50%, Nonfiction - Up to 50% 
• Reading in Middle School: Fiction – Up to 45%, Nonfiction – 55% required
• Reading in High School: Fiction – Up to 30%, Nonfiction – 70% required

These breakdowns clearly indicate that Fiction will remain a strong part of the CCSS. The skills 
gained by fiction remain an important piece of each of the standards and grade levels, but as 
the student ages, the focus is clearly moving toward the consumption of a greater amount of 
nonfiction.

Up to now, an average of only 3.6 minutes per day was spent on nonfiction in the elementary 
grades of public school classrooms. For a teacher and her students to succeed with the 
incredible increases in the amount of nonfiction requirements in the new standards, the librarian 
is the key. The librarian can offer the great stuff, and coordinate with the teacher, the curriculum 
developer and the administrator to make it seamless.

The same ideas apply to both Middle and High School students, but, of course, it goes deeper 
by design and the scales tip to demand considerably more nonfiction content in the curriculum.  
“Starting in fifth grade, the new benchmarks require students to ‘analyze multiple accounts of 
the same event or topic, noting important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent.” (Anderson). The focus on point of view is designed to train students to see how an 
author uses words and facts to influence readers. They need to gather evidence, cluster data and 
using a range of resources, draw their own conclusion based on the evidence and arguments 
provided.  

Whether the text is fiction or nonfiction, CCSS ELA (Common Core State Standards English 
Language Arts) Foundational Skills are found throughout every section of the CCSS. 

Each standard across all grade levels contains each of the following goals:

The Public Librarian: Why You are Critical to Success
Through the use of complex text and cross-disciplinary syntheses, which is also very new to the 
current curriculum, CCSS is an unprecedented opportunity for librarians to shine! You are, more 
than ever, a co-teacher alongside the classroom teacher, an information source for the family and 
a professional development provider for the teacher. Every individual who touches CCSS will need 
your library expertise! You are the ‘cluster’ and ‘scaffolding’ experts; bringing together multiple 
sources, formats, facets and voices of information.

“To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in a technological society, students need the 

Comprehension • Vocabulary • Writing • Disciplinary Literacy
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ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and report on information and ideas, to conduct 
original research in order to answer questions or solve problems, and to analyze and create a high 
volume and extensive range of print and nonprint texts in media forms old and new…” 

Enter the librarian, the new superhero of teachers, curriculum coordinators, parents and KIDS! As 
research is one of the primary threads within the curriculum, librarians play an obvious and critical 
role in the success of the new pedagogy, especially in the English Language Arts CCSS.  

In simply examining the number of times certain words appear within the standards, it becomes 
clear how important your passion and skills become:

In the earliest stages of the CCSS adaptation, librarians will also be helping teachers think about 
new ways to provide instruction, determine and deliver content. You will need to reintroduce them 
to the materials available, present teachers with new information and help understand the art of 
clustering multiple materials.

Common Core, at its very design, is strongly affecting current school curriculum. Public Library 
users of every age and every demographic are the Public Librarian’s connection to the Common 
Core. Your school district has many existing resources that can be used to support instruction, 
but finding the right Public Library Resources, Programs and Collection Development Policies 
that align to the standards being taught can be a lengthy process. You have the exciting 
opportunity to support your school district by filling the gap with materials that have been aligned 
to the academic standards. Public Libraries can remain the community center of influence. By 
continuing to foster student learning and helping deliver resources intended to target performance 
goals, you can easily understand how your experience, knowledge and resources will help 
educators adapt curriculum to students’ individual learning style. 

Your valuable scaffolding skills should encompass substantially more than just print. Research and 
media skills are blended into the Standards as a whole. They are not identified separately as they 
are in traditional standards. To be ready for college, workforce training, and life in a technological 
society, students need the ability to gather, comprehend, evaluate, synthesize, and report on 
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information and ideas. They need to conduct original research in order to answer questions 
or solve problems, and to analyze and create a high volume and extensive range of print and 
nonprint texts in media forms old and new. The need to conduct research and to produce and 
consume media is embedded into every aspect of today’s CCSS curriculum.
 

The Partnership: The Public Library and School Library 
Together in the Common Core State Standards
Now that we’ve sorted through the details behind the current buzz in education that is Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS), and we know that it is a set of standards that stress complex 
texts with a strong focus on nonfiction, we can discuss how important the Public Library is 
in this new age of education. Your role is revitalized. To prepare your library for support of the 
students, teachers, parents and school libraries, you need to renew your staff as library media 
specialists, as expert ‘information scaffolders’ and as research and literacy experts. Your youth 
service librarians must reassess the balance of your collections. Your adult staff will need to 
provide targeted advisory services for educators seeking the best in narrative nonfiction and 
resources. This seismic shift, focusing on literacy in all content areas, highlights the need for all 
librarians, including those who select audiobooks, to become knowledgeable about CCSS (www.
corestandards.org). The CCSS are packed with inquiry based models of learning and teaching.

The CCSS demand a deliberate and seamless 
integration of school and public libraries. To ensure 
that CCSS are a success in your community, you 
must be more than the ‘after school and weekend’ 
handoff.  Consistent and proactive communication 
is the only way to succeed. In addition to being an 
expert in the ability to ‘cluster’ information better than 
anyone else, as a Public Librarian you are quickly 
becoming the only source of library information in 
your area. “Between the 2004-05 and 2010-11 
school years, 32 states lost school library positions … 
between 16% and 48% of their staff.” (Lance, PhD.)

Schools
Public 

Libraries

The Steps: Learn, Adapt and Educate in Your Public Library
There are some very simple ways that public librarians can market the library’s expertise and help 
teachers, students and parents get the most out of what we have to offer. Understand the basics 
of CCSS. Remember that the key goal is teaching students how to learn, think and how to teach 
themselves to utilize and scaffold multiple sources. Remember, fewer subjects, but much deeper. 
Research-based learning and interpretation. Your patrons will soon start requesting ‘rigor’ ‘rich 
text’ or ‘inquiry based learning’ materials and you’ll need to understand how to deliver.

Start with baby-steps. Understand individual standards. Is your patron base heavy with Middle 
School-aged kids? Early-elementary? Where is your school library strong? Weak? How can you 
fill in? Start there. Review the Standards set for the grade levels where your library can have the 
most impact. The standards are written in clear, uncomplicated language. Taking them at grade-
level is an easy way to start. Most audiobook and print publishers can already give you a great 
head-start!
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Meet with school administration, curriculum development directors, and school librarians to 
understand where their focus is, and what it is moving toward. Ask them where their collections 
are strongest and weakest, and develop your collections around their needs. Team with 
educators to create programs and project-based areas within the library and for collaboration. 
Help teachers and school staff develop lesson plans and programming using library materials.

Educate your community. Think this is overwhelming for you? Consider how parents and 
the community must be struggling with these new concepts. Your library has always been a 
community resource and will continue to serve that need by increasing visibility of state standards 
and standards-aligned resources. Host local administrators for evening programs. Parents want 
to understand and look to their library and their school for information on this topic, as in all 
topics.

Adaptation Ideas: Simple Steps to Achievement
Collection Development: Ideas for Updating and Enhancing Your Collection in the Public 
Library for CCSS Assistance

Collection Development to meet the CCSS can be simple, with the right resources. Publishers 
and vendors can supply lists of content that fits the standards by grade level, school 
administration, teachers and librarians can also make suggestions. There is an ‘exemplar’ list of 
content available through Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts  & Literacy 
in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects. (www.corestandards.org). Please 
remember that this is an exemplar/example list of content. These lists are created solely as 
examples in support of the standards and are certainly not inclusive of all applicable content. The 
most effective way to understand collection development to meet the standards by grade level 
is to read and understand what the standard intends to accomplish. Remember the buzz words, 
like rich text, range of voice, presentation, challenging content and depth.

Get your current collection ready! Weed out the out dated 
material and increase availability of challenging fiction and 
nonfiction material. 

Continue to monitor circulation stats to determine what 
materials are being heavily utilized. Allow these circulation 
stats to drive your collection development decisions.

weed out dated material

increase availability

monitor circulatation stats

Programming: Simple Changes 

Children and YA librarians can help by considering how you can add additional nonfiction in story 
time with multiple media sources. Create a Narrative Nonfiction, Multimedia Display and booklist 
– cluster, cluster, cluster! Create a nonfiction book club. With such great topics to choose from, 
think of how much fun that could be! 

Research shows the effectiveness of summarizing text as it is read at all grade levels. A great 
place to begin summarizing is in Storytime. Ask questions. Guide in answering those questions. 
Use differing materials to deliver the text. The use of such strategies is especially helpful with texts 
that a reader finds challenging. Teach the student how to find different materials on their own to 
help them understand the text. Students need to learn how to use such strategies independently, 
so they can eventually interpret text on their own as well as they are able to under the guidance 
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of a teacher. (ILA, p.2) Storytime is a perfect place to start this process and most likely already a 
large part of your storytime programming.    

As they get older, encouraging students to continue summarizing and questioning, as they 
learned in storytime, is a perfect blend of the literacy concepts in the CCSS. 
 

Additional Technology: Utilizing the Tools

Finally, although the Internet should never be an exclusive tool for any research, take full 
advantage of all technology tools currently available to you and your patrons. Audiobooks, 
educational games, ereaders, and most of the available online tools. There is so much information 
available to you, and so much more on the way regarding Common Core. Technology, in all 
forms, is a great way to cluster and gather the evidence the standards demand. Students can use 
books, magazine articles, websites, online databases, documentary clips, and audio recordings. 
Your library is the students’ best source for all of these tools. 

Equalizing the Field: The Special and Diverse Learners
There is an important paradox inherent in the CCSS: The Common 
Core establishes a one-size fits all common set of college and 
career readiness learning goals for all students—no matter who 
they are, where they are, or what their circumstances may be. 
Despite these common aspirations, we recognize that there will be 
great differences among children and differences in what it will take 
to get them to achieve these goals. Audiobooks can be a great 
equalizer. Increased results in Reading and Language Arts can be 
accomplished through the use of audiobooks. Experts have also 
determined that students can listen up to three levels higher than 
their reading levels, so tackling complicated print can become much 
less of a problem for challenged learners.

In the past, in an effort to adjust teaching to students’ needs, educators have, at times, lost sight 
of the goals (for example, placing students in simple texts because of their difficulty handling 
complex texts, but without steadily increasing the complexity levels so that the students would 
eventually reach the goals). The CCSS are extremely clear about expected text complexity at 
each grade level, but there is little public acknowledgement about the need to vary inputs to 
ensure success for all, including those students who are struggling in some way. These new 
standards are more honest about what we need to teach if students are to leave school ready 
to work and to learn. We need to be just as forthright about the resources and adjustments that 
will be needed to ensure that all children—struggling learners, gifted students, dual language 
learners—reach these goals. (IRA p. 4) Audio is an easy, equalizing and effective tool for most 
struggling students, no matter what aspect of the learning process they find challenging. As 
we drive students to stretch to above-grade-level reading, we need to support them in this. We 
know that audio is a great means to allow students to read one or more levels above grade level.  
Support this new standard with great and accessible audio in your collection.

Memory is constructed from structural framework and not just from rote recall. Memory and the 
building of solid neural pathways are key to the new way to learn under the CCSS. A student 
must remember what he has read, analyze and interpret and draw conclusions based on what he 
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remembers. Comprehension is critical as is memory. Multiple inputs of information will strengthen 
the key learnings and memory. Video, hands-on tactile implements, and certainly audio, which is 
easily accessible and immediate, are important tools in the education process. So, a much more 
solid result is delivered.

Why: The Results of Our Efforts
Although the CCSS spans most of the United States, it is still up to the individual states to 
implement the changes. The implementation is going to look very different across the states.  
Some will focus on ELL, some will be great at getting all of the moving parts together and 
advancing at great speed with great results. We need to stay educated about our own school 
district’s efforts, our state’s implementation, and even pay attention to other states.  

It is exciting that, for the first time in quite a while, students, teachers, schools and school districts 
will be held accountable. Teacher effectiveness will be critical. The great teachers will finally get to 
actually teach again rather than being forced to ‘teach to the test’ and keep curriculum identical 
for each student, no matter their learning ability and level of achievement.

CCSS: Will It Be the Answer?
How will we know if CCSS works? Testing. As an example, and to focus on our area of expertise, 
which is the cornerstone to all other learning, let’s look at Reading and Language Arts (CCELA– 
Common Core English Language Arts). To simplify the measure of results, students will be 
evaluated on their ability to analyze texts and present evidence. The new guidelines will focus 
on informational texts (everything from books of facts, dates and names to record compilations 
that are fun to browse to surveys, chronologies, and atlases) and narrative texts (nonfiction 
books in which an author crafts an arc with a beginning, middle and end, while remaining true to 
her sources.). The student will be required to analyze the evidence they find in both fiction and 
nonfiction texts. (SLJ, Aronson and Bartle). The analysis, and its accuracy, will be the proof of the 
success of the new standards. The student will understand how to learn and analyze, and as a 
result, be prepared for college-level learning and career application.

Many states are questioning and challenging the cost of adopting the CCSS, most particularly the 
cost of adopting the online assessments. States like Georgia, Alabama and Utah have rejected 
the testing, though not the curriculum. Other states, like Colorado, Idaho, Indiana and Ohio have 
raised challenges to the high costs of the assessments. Certainly, these challenges will continue 
as the reality of the costs of implementation become clear. Most states will adopt the Common 
Core with traditional testing. Any move toward preparing our students for the global market is a 
move in the right direction.

The Challenge 

Overall, the Public Library‘s most highly valued services pertain to the 
provision of free information and programs that promote education and 
lifelong learning. Ninety-one percent of patrons place great value in 
the library‘s provision of information for school and work. 

You are now tasked with helping parents understand the changes 
(that’s a lot of homework for a 6th grader!). Help develop the student’s 
skills in writing, reading, research and analysis. Build the teacher’s skills 
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in teaching their students. For many teachers, it’s been quite some time since they’ve really had to 
explore all materials available on a topic. The Common Core cannot survive and succeed without 
the librarian. You are the key. Are you up for the challenge?

Audiobooks and Common Core

Common Core State Standards are a newly adopted set of educational standards being utilized 
by nearly every state in the United States. 

The single most important goal of the standards is to 
advance educational excellence in our schools and ensure 
graduating seniors are career and college ready. 
The new standards are designed to ensure our young adults in the United States are better 
equipped to compete in the strong global economy. The standards are designed with higher 
expectations of every student. Fewer topics will be covered but the student will be required 
to delve considerably deeper into every subject in the curriculum. The student must learn 
to evaluate, analyze, question and conclude based on his ability to utilize multiple pieces of 
information. This information will, of course have different voice, will contain varied evidence and 
facts, may be full of opinion that needs to be sorted and evaluated. The new curriculum will most 
definitely push the student to achieve more and learn at a higher level than he has been expected 
to achieve to-date.

This deeper and higher level of learning must be achieved utilizing every available resource - 
most importantly the outstanding technology tools. A long and overwhelming list of tools and 
technology is available through educational AV experts, and will include wikis, blogs, databases, 
web quests, whiteboards, tablets, laptops and more than one million ‘education-based apps.’ 

These tools are results-based and should be utilized when possible. The availability and ease 
of use of these tools has certainly become a focus of companies that serve the education and 
public library markets. However, one of the most effective and readily available technology 
tools is the human voice. Spoken word has, for decades, proven to increase engagement and 
retention in literature and text-based reading. Neurological studies conducted during the learning 
process shows us that audio is the most effective experiential learning tool available – and it is 
certainly available. The audiobook industry is one of the fastest growing industries in the world of 
publishing and education materials.

Audiobooks: A Solution on All Levels
One of the most exciting and critical tasks of the Public Librarian within this new era of education 
is to help students keep up with significantly higher reading and comprehension demands. 

Your knowledge of the Common Core State Standards demonstrates that an increased and 
more difficult reading level is now the expectation. The students are now expected to read, 
comprehend and interpret at levels that will push every student and create a substantial challenge 
for those that already struggle with reading. Studies have shown, and we all accept that 
audiobook narration has been proven to assist in the literacy and reading process through the 
grade levels and leads to immediate access of content. Audiobooks offer an independent and 
exciting tool for students to increase comprehension and create memorable concepts around the 
material they consume. 
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The ‘old standards’ specifically address audiobooks as a tool to 
aid the student in particular areas of learning – emerging readers, 
learning disadvantaged and struggling readers and English 
language learners. The new CCSS admits that audio, as a tool for 
education, can and should be utilized throughout the entire learning 
process. Read, question, interpret and summarize; learn how to 
learn. Use all available tools to do so. Audio is an essential tool, 
more now than ever, in the CCSS. 

The best way to introduce students to informational texts or disciplinary literacy in science, social 
studies, math and other disciplines is to peak their curiosity. Engage them. There are so many 
great tools available to accomplish this goal. Who is a better storyteller than a great narrator? 

Any of us would learn a great deal if Jim Dale read to us about the universe, wouldn’t we? Pairing 
audio with print for nonfiction content is an excellent idea. Nonfiction can be fun, but is often more 
difficult to ‘capture the attention’ of a busy-minded child. Audio certainly helps keep a child’s 
attention much longer (countless studies have proven considerably sustained reading times when 
audio is paired with print, or consumed on its own).  Audio increases comprehension, vocabulary, 
memorization, etc. as more parts of the brain are stimulated through multiple inputs.

There are specific sections of CCSS ELA (English/Language Arts) standards that speak 
immensely to the use of audio. All CCSS Strands point to the importance of ELA. Most strands 
also emphasize vocabulary—less prominently but no less essentially—throughout the Reading, 
Writing, and Speaking and Listening sections of the CCSS. In these strands, the Standards ask 
students to interpret the meanings of key words within context, with particular attention to their 
tones as well as their meanings. Thus, both the nuanced interpretation and use of words (diction) 
and the development of a robust, continually growing collection of known academic words are 
emphasized. Professionally narrated audiobooks are a perfect solution to these requirements.

The coauthors of Listening to Learn: Audiobooks Supporting Literacy (2011), published by ALA, 
Grover and Hannegan are experts on the role of audiobooks and education.

According to Hannegan, “Detailed research demonstrates the ways in which listening 
to audiobooks increases and enhances such literacy skills as vocabulary, fluency, and 
comprehension for both accomplished and struggling readers, as well as English-language 
learners, through modeled reading. I continue to be impressed with the range of subjects that 
can be integrated with audiobooks. Historical fiction and biography align with history and social 
studies, while science, mathematics, and arts titles can be woven into effective instructional 
strategies. Audiobooks offer a unique opportunity to share stories in a way that not only increases 
comprehension but also heightens enjoyment. 

Librarians are the experts in the materials that are available from the publishers that will enhance 
classroom instruction. The librarian can be the leader in promoting effective integration of the 
spoken story with new learning standards. Assisting teachers in adding the spoken word into the 
curriculum will allow a new way to achieve the desired results in scaffolding and allow students to 
tackle more difficult reading levels and more complicated topics.

The early grade level standards encourage comprehension of texts by offering them as an audito-
ry lesson. They recommend that the texts should be read aloud, either orally or through other me-
dia. “Using the illustrations for contextual clues is found in standards for both literature and infor-

16



mational text, and students learning to decode 
print can use audiobook read-alongs to help 
them ‘read’ the illustrations in order to determine 
what is happening with characters, settings, or 
events. In terms of what the standards call craft 
and structure, students often find it easier to de-
termine the meaning of words when listening to 
a narrator who models fluent reading.” (Grover)

“It’s important for public librarians to understand 
instructional standards in order to help students 
and families seeking help with assignments. For 
public librarians, the ability to pair books, in print 
and on audio, with CCSS increases collabora-
tion with school colleagues and ensures that 
students have access to necessary materials 
in a variety of formats to support many learning 
styles.” (Grover).

The Learning Process: 
What’s Happening in the 
Brain?
The learning process that occurs in the stu-
dent’s brain can actually be visualized! It is very 
complicated, but because of medical advances, 
neurologists have an incredible understanding of 
brain function – and therefore learning process-
es. They now understand that information that is 
more elaborately encoded – meaning received 
by the brain in multiple and different methods– is 
better remembered. The brain is wired to inte-
gration, to unite and pull information together. 
The brain has learned to pull these multi-sensory 
inputs together more quickly and efficiently - to 
create a deeper level of learning – both immedi-
ate and lasting.

The current generation of students, because 
they have been exposed to multiple media since 
birth have actually developed more complex 
neural pathways. Their brains have actually 
developed differently – they have learned how to 
learn in a much different way! Their ‘roadmaps’ 
are much more intricate and are very sturdy! 

Much of this research has been used to develop 
the concepts of the CCSS. Fewer topics but 
deeper exploration of each. More scaffolding of 
information by multiple means. By adding mul-
tiple layers (scaffolding) to the learning process, 17

the neurological pathways created by the encod-
ing of these inputs create a more robust result. 
This will lead to better comprehension, analysis 
and memory – they have learned to learn!

Through this neural research, we have also 
learned that over one quarter of the population 
are auditory learners. The brain function in the 
auditory section of their brains is higher than other 
sections during the learning process. These stu-
dents learn better by hearing the information.  

The audiobook narration by a professional will be 
“heard” as it should be, with the proper pronun-
ciation, phrasing, vocabulary, etc. The narration 
that we hear will be much more clear and under-
standable to us than the “chunks” that we might 
hear if we aren’t strong readers.

Eighty-five percent of what we learn, we learn 

by listening. For children, listening is the domi-
nant learning medium, fundamental to learning 
all of the other segments of language arts, like 
reading, writing, and speaking. Pairing audio 
with print increases reading speed, grade-level 
reading, comprehension, vocabulary and reten-
tion by more than a full letter grade, according to 
national standardized testing.

Brief Review: Audiobooks in 
the Learning Process
Through voices of expert readers, audiobooks 
demonstrate what fluent reading sounds like. For 
struggling readers, audiobooks can allow listen-
ers equal access to the literary world and build 
their comprehension of words, sentences, pas-
sages and stories about their reading abilities. The 
CCSS addresses the importance of audiobooks 
as a tool throughout, but utilizing audiobooks to 
assist in educational equalization for all students 
is reason enough to advance your library’s audio 
collection to address the standards.

For the same reason, audiobooks are also useful 
tools for strong readers. On average, students can 
listen and comprehend two grade levels above 
their reading level. Since the expectation is toward 
higher levels of reading, and the comprehension 
and interpretation of that curriculum, audio for all 
students is an essential tool.



Summary

Common Core - Overview
• Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

• Over 43 Million students will adopt the standards by 2014-2015

• Age Groups: Grades K-5 and Grades 6-12

• Content Strands:  Reading, Writing, Speaking/Listening and Language

• Success evaluated through improved test results from updated standardized testing
 
Common Core - Purpose
• To provide a consistent, clear understanding of what students are expected to learn; 

designed to be robust and relevant to the real world

• Preparing students to compete successfully in the global economy

• Students challenged with more focused and deeper learning with a standard benchmark

Common Core - Libraries
• Integrated partnerships with schools

• Aligning collection development

• Increased focus on non-fiction reading

Common Core - Technology
• Audiobooks aid in keeping all students on pace with intensified curriculum

• Focus technology with struggling or reluctant learners

• Auditory learners – 85% of our knowledge is learned through listening
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