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“In this riveting tour de force ... Dallek delivers what will most
assuredly become the benchmark JFK biography for this generation.”

—Publishers Weekly, starred review

Robert Dallek has taught at Columbia, UCLA, and Oxford and is
currently a professor of history at Boston University. He has written several
acclaimed biographies and histories, and has won many awards, including the
Bancroft Prize. An Unfinished Life is hailed as the best and most definitive
study of John E Kennedy.

During the five years Dallek worked on this biography, he was often
asked, “Why another Kennedy book?” His answer lies in the wealth of new
documents available, including medical and military records, and the light
they shed on older files. For example, for the first time the true severity of
Kennedy’s physical debilities is revealed, including Addison’s Disease and
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crippling spine degeneration. Despite constant, chronic pain, Kennedy made
7 sure his health wouldn’t jeopardize his political career.

Dallek has created a clear, unbiased picture of a man whose virtues and
flaws made him an American icon and whose presidency had an indelible
impact on world history. The careful balance between fact, analysis, and highly
readable style makes An Unfinished Life a truly extraordinary work.
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