Charles Portis
TRUE GRIT

Narrated by Donna Tartt

Charles Portis has long been acclaimed as one of America’s foremost writers.
True Grit, his most famous novel, was first published in 1968, and became the
basis for two movies, the 1969 classic starring John Wayne and now, in 2010, a new
version starring Academy Award® winner Jeff Bridges and written and directed by
the Coen brothers. Zrue Grit tells the story of Mattie Ross, who is just fourteen
when the coward Tom Chaney shoots her father down in Fort Smith, Arkansas, and
robs him of his life, his horse, and $150 in cash. Mattie leaves home to avenge her
father’s blood. With one-eyed Rooster Cogburn, the meanest available U.S.
Marshal, by her side, Mattie pursues the killer into Indian Territory. True Grit is
eccentric, cool, straight, and unflinching, like Mattie herself. From a writer of true
status, this is an American classic through and through.

“Charles Portis is perhaps the most original, indescribable sui generis talent
overlooked by literary culture in America.”—Ron Rosenbaum, Esquire

“Charles Portis could be Cormac McCarthy if he wanted to, but hed rather be
funny.”—Roy Blount, Jr.

“Like Mark Twains Huckleberry Finn and Thomas Berger’ Little Big Man,
Charles Portiss True Grit captures the naive elegance of the American voice.”
—Jonathan Lethem
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