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Peter Kreeft

Ethics
A History of Moral Thought

PETER KREEFT is a professor of philosophy at Boston College. 
He has written over 40 books including Fundamentals of the Faith, 
The Best Things in Life, Back to Virtue, and The Unaborted Socrates. 
Besides writing, Kreeft contributes to Christian publications and 
speaks at numerous conferences. He received his bachelor’s degree 

from Calvin College and his Ph.D. from Fordham University. Before teaching 
at Boston College, he taught at Villanova University for three years. Kreeft has 
been at Boston University for thirty-eight years.

This course addresses some of the eternal questions that man has grappled 
with since the beginning of time. What is good? What is bad? Why is justice 
important? Why is it better to be good and just than it is to be bad and unjust? 
Most human beings have the faculty to discern between right and wrong, good 
and bad behavior, and to make judgments over what is just and what is unjust. 
But why are ethics important to us? This course looks at our history as ethical 
beings. We’ll travel into the very heart of mankind’s greatest philosophical 
dilemmas—to the origins of our moral values and the problem of ethics. Are 
ethics universal, absolute and unchanging—or are they culturally relative, 
changing, and man-made? Furthermore, we’ll delve into the creation of ethical 
systems—not just for ourselves, but also for society at large. And we will 
consider the ongoing process of establishing ethical frameworks for society.
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