S.PQ.R.

A History of Ancient Rome

A sweeping, revisionist history of the Roman Empire from one of our
foremost classicists.

Ancient Rome was an imposing city even by modern standards, a sprawling imperial
metropolis of more than a million inhabitants, a “mixture of luxury and filth, liber[y and
exploitation, civic pride and murderous civil war” that served as the seat of power for an
empire that spanned from Spain to Syria. Yet how did all this emerge from what was once
an insignificant village in central Italy? In S.2Q.R., world-renowned classicist Mary Beard
narrates the unprecedented rise of a civilization that even two thousand years later still shapes
many of our most fundamental assumptions about power, citizenship, responsibility, political
violence, empire, luxury, and l)eaury

From the foundational myth of Romulus and Remus to 212 CE—nearly a thousand
years later—when the emperor Caracalla gave Roman citizenship to every free inhabitant of
the empire, S.2Q.R. (the abbreviation of “The Senate and People of Rome”) examines not
just how we think of ancient Rome but challenges the comfortable historical perspectives
that have existed for centuries by exploring how the Romans thought of zhemselves: how they
challenged the idea of imperial rule, how (hey responded to terrorism and revolution, and
how they invented a new idea of citizenship and nation.

Opening the book in 63 BCE with the famous clash between the populist aristocrat Catiline
and Cicero, the renowned politician and orator, Beard animates this “terrorist conspiracy,” which
was aimed at the very heart of the Republic, demonstrating how this singular event would presage
the struggle between democracy and autocracy that would come to define much of Rome’s
subsequent history. Illustrating how a classical democracy yielded to a self-confident and self-
critical empire, S.PQ.R. reintroduces us, though in a wholly different way, to famous and familiar
characters—Hannibal, Julius Caesar, Cleopatra, Augustus, and Nero, among others—while
expanding the historical aperture to include those overlooked in traditional histories: the women,
the slaves and ex-slaves, conspirators, and those on the losing side of Rome’s glorious conquests.

Like the best detectives, Beard sifts fact from fiction, myth and propaganda from
historical record, refusing either simple admiration or blanket condemnation. Far from heing
frozen in marble, Roman history, she shows, is constantly being revised and rewritten as our
knowledge expands. Indeed, our perceptions of ancient Rome have changed dramatically over
the last fifty years, and S.2Q.R., with its nuanced attention to class inequality, democratic
struggles, and the lives of entire groups of people omitted from the historical narrative for
centuries, promises to shape our view of Roman history for decades to come.

Recorded Books ® Unabridged Running Time: 18.5 hours
©2015 by Mary Beard Publications ®2015 by Recorded Books

Cover images © Shutterstock

Cover design by Justin Rexford; ©2015 by Recorded Books

Recorded by arrangement with Liveright Publishing Corporation,

a division of W. W. Norton & Company, Inc. produced in the studios of Recorded Books Productions, New York
ISBN: 978-1-5019-2714-0 Recorded Books, 270 Skipjack Rd., Prince Frederick, MD 20678.

www.recordedbooks.com Recorded Books™ is a trademark of Recorded Books.
All rights reserved. Unauthorized duplication strictly prohibited.

65648
ISBN 978-1-5019-2714-0

9 117815011"927140

PLAYAWAY® and associated logos are registered trademarks of Findaway World, LLC.
31999 Aurora Road, Solon, OH 44139 USA

PLAYAWAY"®

Playaway preloaded audiobooks
are the best way to listen,
unplugged and uninterrupted.
WWW.PLAYAWAY.COM

© 2016 Playaway. Patented. All rights reserved.
Designed in Ohio. Made in China.

Recorded
a

AVMYAY 1d

PLAYAWAY"

THE ALL-IN-ONE AUDIOBOOK

3
Shel pulled of the are tick of Beoming o don with  high media profle who

sl out,who s aboltch epected by e cdemy for e sl
bt she sy isalsys pcefl andintrstin.  Guardian

SP-QR

.A HISTORY oF ANCIENT ROME

YSON vpihy ] g parvaioN
MOd'S
preaq ArepN

Books
UNABRIDGED

LIGHT
65648



