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 James W. Loewen

 RETHINKING OUR PAST
 Recognizing Facts, Fictions, and Lies in American History

 JAMES W. LOEWEN taught for twenty years at the University of 
Vermont. Previously, he taught at Tougaloo College in Mississippi. 
He attended Carleton College and holds a Ph.D. from Harvard 
University. He now lives in Washington, D.C. His many books 

include Lies Across America: What Our Historic Sites Get Wrong, Mississippi: 
Confl ict and Change (co-authored), which won the Lillian Smith Award for 
Best Southern Nonfi ction, The Mississippi Chinese: Between Black and White, 
Social Science in the Courtroom, and The Truth About Columbus. He won the 
1996 American Book Award, the 1996 AESA Critics’ Choice Award, and the 
Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for Distinguished Anti-Racist Scholarship for Lies 
My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your High School History Textbook Got Wrong. 

 This course is designed to enlighten and encourage you to consider the 
factual basis of many of our most-cherished yet glossed-over stories and the 
real-life characters who populate them. From archaeological misinformation 
to investigations into the nature of modern public policy, Professor Loewen 
challenges you to consider the history of what “was” rather than what has been 
told by standard teaching methods and textbooks.

This is history revealed. This is history as it was made, not as it is usually 
taught by well-meaning, but misdirected, teachers. Go back in time and 
recover what has been “lost.” The historical truth helps to make sense of our 
present circumstances as Americans and for our future as world citizens.
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