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For millennia, humans have experienced a transformative sense of wonder
when gazing at architectural achievements that seem to defy belief. Wonders
such as the Colossus of Rhodes and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon appeared
to so far surpass the understood limits of human capability that they couldn’t help
but cause people to marvel, and for reasons that are still being explored today, this
capacity for awe is an inextricable component of the human experience.

While confined to the magical number of seven, the list of wonders has
changed over time. As even the most stunning creations must someday crumble
to dust, some of the original wonders now exist only in literature and in scant
archaeological remains. Delving into history from a scholarly perspective,
Professor Jennifer Tobin pulls a curtain back on the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World—and in so doing reveals much not only about these wonders
but also about the peoples and cultures responsible for their creation.
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Jennifer Tobin is an associate professor of classical archaeology at the
University of Illinois at Chicago, where she has taught since 1999.
Professor Tobin is the author of Black Cilicia: A Study of the Plain of
Issus during the Roman and Late Roman Periods (British Archaeological
Reports, 2004) and Herodes Attikos and the City of Athens: Patronage

and Conflict under the Antonines (J.C. Gieben, 1997). She has participated in
excavations in Greece, Cyprus, and Turkey and leads educational tours of
archaeological sites in and around the Mediterranean basin.
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