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Common perceptions of Ancient Rome are plentiful, whether they
take the form of crazy emperors hosting lavish feasts, scenes of chariot
races and gladiatorial combat, or processions of conquering armies. But
that is only half the story. In this enlightening lecture series, Professor
Jennifer Tobin presents a sweeping portrait of Rome, including the lofty
developments of senatorial government, historical writing, stunning art
and architecture—and even the origins of long-lived customs such as the
Roman tradition of carrying a bride over the threshold.
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Jennifer Tobin is an associate professor of classical archae-
ology at the University of Illinois at Chicago, where she has
taught since 1999. Professor Tobin is the author of Black
Cilicia: A Study of the Plain of Issus during the Roman and

Late Roman Periods (British Archaeological Reports, 2004) and Herodes
Attikos and the City of Athens: Patronage and Conflict under the Antonines
(J.C. Gieben, 1997). She has participated in excavations in Greece,
Cyprus, and Turkey and leads educational tours of archaeological sites in
and around the Mediterranean basin.
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