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The Russian Revolution of 1917 was a key turning point in the history of mod-
ern Europe and the world. For much of the twentieth century, politics were defined by
attitudes to what had taken place in Russia in 1917. To understand the Russian
Revolution, then, is to understand a key building block of modern history and the con-
temporary world. Senior lecturer and renowned Russian researcher Dr. Jonathan Smele
sheds new light on the many forces that came to bear in tsarist Russia, from the eman-
cipation of the serfs in the mid-nineteenth century to the climactic revolutions of the
early twentieth century that brought the small Bolshevik party to power.

JONATHAN D. SMELE is a senior lecturer at Queen Mary, University
of London. He was awarded his Ph.D. from the University of Wales in
1991 for a thesis on the anti-Bolshevik movement in the Russian Civil
War. Dr. Smele previously taught at the University of Edinburgh
(1988–91) and the University of Aberdeen (1991– 92). In 1998, he was
made a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. Dr. Smele is a long-stand-
ing member of the Study Group on the Russian Revolution and since
2002 has been editor of its journal, Revolutionary Russia. He is the
author or editor of numerous articles and books, including The Russian
Revolution of 1905: Centenary Perspectives (with Anthony J.
Heywood), The Russian Revolution and Civil War, 1917– 1921:  An
Annotated Bibliography, and Civil War in Siberia: The Anti-Bolshevik
Government of Admiral Kolchak.
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