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Working from original Spanish source documents and Cortes’ own letters, the 
master of high-adventure fiction recreates the factual history of the conquest of America
from its beginnings in the court of Ferdinand and Isabella to the bloody aftermath of the
Aztec-Toltec and Inca kingdoms.

Narrator Nelson Runger became famous for his voice while he was still in high
school. As a radio broadcaster for KDKA in Pittsburgh, the world’s first commercial
broadcasting station, he attracted a wide audience. His success in radio, and then acting,
led him to New York to become a narrator for Recorded Books. His special talent is to
convey difficult, specialized material with eloquence and ease. His readings have been exu-
berantly received by listeners and reviewers alike. Library Journal praises “the cheerful,
sonorous timber of Nelson Runger’s voice and the unfaltering, even pace of his delivery …”
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“For those who prefer the old, simple epic version of American 
conquest, here are the stories of Cortes and Pizarro retold in a business-like

style. Innes has studied the archaeology of Incas and Aztecs before the 
conquest, traveled the routes of the conquistadors, by road and sail, 

giving the reader a feeling of the terrain.”
—New Statesman

“The text is fluent and graceful, packed with erudition that is 
transmitted with an ease that disguises the research that must have 

gone into preparation. Innes has made use of mostly original documents
from Spanish sources, the accounts of Bernal Diaz and others, 

the letters of Cortes and the accounts of Garcilaso.”
—Best Seller
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