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Michael D.C. Drout

A Way with Words IV:
Understanding Poetry

MICHAEL D.C. DROUT is a professor of English at 
Wheaton College in Norton, Massachusetts. He received his 
Ph.D. in medieval literature from Loyola University. Drout 
has published extensively on medieval literature, including 

articles on William Langland’s Piers Plowman, the Anglo-Saxon wills, 
the Old English translation of the Rule of Chrodegang, the Exeter 
Book “wisdom poems,” and Anglo-Saxon medical texts. He has also 
published articles on Ursula K. Le Guin’s Earthsea books and Susan 
Cooper’s Dark Is Rising series of children’s fantasy novels. Drout has 
also written an Old English grammar book, King Alfred’s Grammar. 

In A Way with Words I, II, and III, Professor Michael D.C. Drout 
increased listeners’ understanding of the way literature works, of the 
rhetoric that in many ways defines people’s lives, and of the intricacies 
of grammar, all while maintaining a lively tone that conveys the 
professor’s infectious enthusiasm for the subject. In part four of this 
fascinating series, Professor Drout submerses listeners in poetry’s past, 
present, and future. Addressing such poetic luminaries as Milton, 
Wordsworth, Shelley, and Keats, these lectures explain in simple terms 
what poetry is while following its development through the centuries.
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