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Thomas F. Madden

The Tiber and
the Potomac
Rome, America, and Empires of Trust

THOMAS F. MADDEN is a professor of history and director of the Center 
for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at Saint Louis University. His numerous 
scholarly publications include Empires of Trust: How Rome Built—and America 
Is Building—a New World (Dutton, 2008), The New Concise History of the 
Crusades (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005), Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice 
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003), and The Fourth Crusade: The Conquest 
of Constantinople (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1997), coauthored 
with Donald E. Queller. He is a recognized expert on pre-modern history, 
frequently appearing in such venues as the New York Times, Washington Post, 
USA Today, National Public Radio, the Discovery Channel, and the History 
Channel. His scholarly awards include the Haskins Medal of the Medieval 
Academy of America and the Otto Gründler Prize of the Medieval Institute.

Esteemed university professor and best-selling author Thomas F. Madden 
presents an intriguing series of lectures based on a fascinating premise: that the 
United States has more in common with the rising Roman Republic than with 
the declining Roman Empire. The Tiber and the Potomac explores the amazing 
parallels between history’s two most unusual superpowers. Both nations built 
empires based on trust, skillfully making friends of enemies. During the course 
of these lectures, Madden not only reveals these often surprising similarities, 
but also extracts useful principles from history, including vital lessons from 
Rome’s 100-year struggle with terrorism.
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