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Pulitzer Prize-winning author Bruce Catton brings power and drama to this tightly
packed chronicle of the Civil War—one of the most important events in American history.
This concise overview delivers insight into the overall picture of the war—its causes, impli-
cations and outgrowth—and offers brief biographies of both major and minor historical figures.

The American Heritage Short History of the Civil War is a superb introduction to the
politics, events, and people that shaped this war. It is a great refresher course on this trag-
ic and heroic chapter in our nation’s past, filled with the relentless drama and coincidences
of history and the insights of expert reporting.

Alan Bergreen’s enthralling narration will inspire and entertain students and novice
historians alike. Nearly 40 years after its debut, it is still a powerful and informative intro-
duction to the war that changed the course of this nation forever.
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“Scholarly, judicious, clear and unfailingly interesting.”
—New York Times

*
5
4
1
4
4
*

60747_shortofthecivilwar_LIBV2_Layout 1  4/9/10  8:19 AM  Page 1RBoverlay1_Layout 1  5/12/10  1:32 PM  Page 1


