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Stephen Mathis
Philosophy and the Law

How Judges Reason

STEPHEN MATHIS is an associate professor and 
chairman of the Philosophy Department at Wheaton 
College. He teaches a variety of courses in legal philosophy 
as well as in social/political philosophy. Professor Mathis 

is also the co-coordinator of the Legal Studies Minor and Pre-Law 
Advisor. His primary research interest is the philosophy of criminal 
law, but he has also written on topics in political philosophy, moral 
theory, and ethics. In his spare time, Professor Mathis follows politics 
and the Supreme Court very closely and has authored op-ed pieces on 
constitutional law issues.

Do judges deduce their decisions from legal rules and principles, 
or do they decide cases based on what is fair given the facts at hand? 
The latter view, held  by Legal Realists, serves as the starting point for 
Professor Stephen Mathis’s eye-opening look at how judges reason. 
In this compelling lecture series, the esteemed professor addresses 
such issues as whether the law is distinct from morality. Professor 
Mathis also attempts to identify a view that offers guidance to judges 
in deciding cases, and one that will provide the tools people need to 
evaluate the interpretations and decisions judges make.
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