IN THE RUINS OF EMPIRE
RONALD H. SPECTOR

READ BY MICHAEL PRICHARD

The New York Times said of Ronald H. Spector’s classic account of the
American struggle against the Japanese in World War Il, “No future book on
the Pacific War will be written without paying due tribute to Eagle Against
the Sun.” Now Spector has returned with a book that is even more revealing.

With access to recently available firsthand accounts by Chinese, Japanese,
British, and American witnesses and previously top-secret U.S. intelligence
records, Spector tells for the first time the fascinating story of the deadly
confrontations that broke out—or merely continued—in Asia after peace was
proclaimed at the end of World War Il. Under occupation by the victorious
Allies, this part of the world was plunged into new power struggles or back
into old feuds that in some ways were worse than the war itself. In the Ruins
of Empire also shows how the U.S. and Soviet governments, as they secretly
vied for influence in liberated lands, were soon at odds.

Through impeccable research and provocative analysis, as well as compelling
accounts of American, British, Indian, and Australian soldiers charged with
overseeing the surrender and repatriation of millions of Japanese in the heart
of dangerous territory, Spector casts new and startling light on this pivotal
time—and sets the record straight about this contested and important period
in history.

Ronald H. Spector served as a marine in Vietham. He is the author of
numerous books, including Eagle Against the Sun, which won the Theodore
and Franklin Roosevelt Prize in Naval History. Spector is currently a professor
of history and international relations at George Washington University.
Named one of the top ten Golden Voices by Smart Money magazine, Michael
Prichard has recorded over 450 audiobooks, including The New American
Story by Bill Bradley, Firestorm by Marshall De Bruhl, and Cry Havoc! by
Nelson D. Lankford.
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