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In this vivid history, master storyteller and world-renowned historian Juan Cole tells the 
story of Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798. Revealing Napoleon’s reasons for leading 
the expedition against Egypt and showcasing the young general’s fascinating views of 
the Orient, Cole delves into the psychology of both the military titan and his entourage. 
He paints a multifaceted portrait of the daily travails of the soldiers in Napoleon’s army, 
including how they imagined Egypt, how their expectations differed from what they found, 
and how they grappled with military challenges in a foreign land. Cole explains how 
Napoleon’s invasion—the first modern attempt to conquer the Arab world—invented and 
crystallized the rhetoric of liberal imperialism.

“Historian Cole, effectively utilizing diaries and letters of contemporaries on
both sides, illustrates the confusion, hostilities, and necessary accommodations

as two distinct cultures collide.” —Booklist

Juan Cole teaches history at the University of Michigan. He has written numerous books, 
including Sacred Space and Holy War. He lives in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Grover Gardner is an award-winning narrator with over 650 titles to his 
credit. Named one of the “Best Voices of the Century” and a Golden Voice 
by AudioFile magazine, he won the prestigious Audie® Award in 2009, was 
chosen Narrator of the Year for 2005 by Publishers Weekly, and has earned 
more than twenty Earphones Awards.


