
IN NOVEMBER 1860, Abraham Lincoln, the Republican nominee for president, is 
relatively unknown outside of his home state of Illinois and a compromise candidate, bridging 
the gap between radical Republicans, who insist slavery must be eliminated immediately, 
and the moderates, who believe that abolition should be gradual. The Democrats, however, 
put forth three different candidates—a move that certainly costs them the election—and 
Abraham Lincoln becomes the sixteenth president of the United States.

The Unfinished Work digs deeply into the mind of the new president, who takes office just 
as the nation is dissolving into a civil war. In addition, personal trials arise at the same time, 
such as those presented by Mary Todd Lincoln, a mercurial and often difficult woman who 
enters the Executive Mansion with a sense of entitlement that proves costly, as well as their 
deeply painful tragedy over the loss of a young son.

Faced with unprecedented challenges to the Union itself, Lincoln must rise to the 
occasion, dealing with the most significant and painful issues of the day, from the increasing 
bloodbath of the American Civil War, slavery, and how he copes with becoming the most 
important and visible man in the nation.

Jeff Shaara brings to life the travails and conflicts, victories and tragic defeats, the 
legends and the history, both personal and private, of Lincoln during the country’s most 
pivotal years. The Unfinished Work is the finest novel yet by one of the most popular and 
acclaimed historical novelists of our time.

JEFF SHAARA is the award-winning New York Times bestselling author of twenty 
novels, including Rise to Rebellion and The Rising Tide, as well as Gods and Generals and 
The Last Full Measure—two novels that complete his father’s Pulitzer Prize–winning classic, 
The Killer Angels. Shaara was born in New Brunswick, New Jersey, grew up in Tallahassee, 
Florida, and lives in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.
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