
Dogtown is a shelter for all dogs—real and robot. Metal Head, a robot 
dog who is a longtime resident of Dogtown, yearns for a forever home. 

When a girl named Esme begins visiting Dogtown, Metal Head goes on  
a mission to get her to adopt him. 

But Esme doesn’t like robot dogs. She has her heart set on taking home  
a gangly wolfhound mix named Ghost with one blue eye and one yellow eye. 
Sadly Ghost’s former owner mistreated him, so he’s terrified of everyone. 
Can Esme, Metal Head, Mouse, and Molly, a dog who fosters stray kittens, 
figure it out?

And what about Metal Head? When will he get his forever home?
The characters in the New York Times-bestselling Dogtown books have 

already found homes in readers’ hearts. Award-winning authors Katherine 
Applegate and Gennifer Choldenko bring humor and empathy to the story 
of this special shelter; with charming illustrations by Wallace West, the 
Dogtown books are perfect for readers at all levels.

KATHERINE APPLEGATE is a #1 New York Times—bestselling author 
who has written many children’s books, including The One and Only Ivan, 
winner of the Newbery Medal; The One and Only Bob; Wishtree; Willodeen; 
Odder; Pocket Bear; and the Doggo and Pupper series. She lives in Nevada 
with her loyal husband and naughty dog. katherineapplegate.com

GENNIFER CHOLDENKO is the author of the Tales from Alcatraz series, 
which has sold more than two million copies, and Al Capone Does My Shirts, 
which won a Newbery Honor and twenty other awards. She is also the author 
of The Tenth Mistake of Hank Hooperman, nominated to twenty-five states’ 
librarian and children’s choice lists and a Texas Lone Star Reading List 
Selection. Gennifer lives in California with her loyal husband and naughty 
dog. choldenko.com
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