
1942, GERMAN-OCCUPIED FRANCE:1942, GERMAN-OCCUPIED FRANCE:  The Gestapo is urgently chasing the 

person they have declared to be the “most dangerous spy” working for the Allies. 

But she keeps evading them . . .

This is the never-before-told story of Virginia Hall, an American spy who 

changed the course of World War II. Based on original and extensive research, 

award-winning author Sonia Purnell has uncovered the full secret life of this 

remarkable wartime hero. 

Born into a wealthy family in Baltimore, Maryland, from an early age Virginia 

knew she would never take the path that was expected of her. Instead, relying 

mostly on her wits and instincts, she would become the first Allied woman secret 

agent deployed behind enemy lines in France. And she did so despite having a 

prosthetic leg, which almost no one knew about. Virginia devoted herself to aiding 

the French Resistance during World War II, and she revolutionized what it meant 

to be a spy.

This young readers adaptation of the New York Times bestselling biography 

is a thrilling and inspiring true story of heroism, spycraft, and fierce persistence.

SONIA PURNELL is a journalist and bestselling author whose first book,  

Just Boris, was longlisted for the Orwell Prize. Her book Clementine: The Life of 

Mrs. Winston Churchill was chosen as a book of the year by The Telegraph (UK) 

and The Independent (London). She has written for most national newspapers in 

the UK, as well as The Wall Street Journal and The New York Times. A Woman of No 

Importance received the Plutarch Award for best biography. She lives in London 

with her husband and two sons. Visit her at soniapurnell.com.
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