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THE LUCKY STARR SERIES, BOOK 1

Reissued after seventy-five years out of print—and in hardcover for the first time 

in a generation—David Starr, Space Ranger is the first book in the Lucky Starr 

series written by the legendary Isaac Asimov, author of Foundation, the Galactic 

Empire series, and I, Robot. The Lucky Starr series was originally published under 

the pseudonym Paul French.

Conway could remember the day, the exact minute, when the news had reached Science 

Tower. Patrol ships had shot out into space, tracing the pirates; they attacked the asteroid 

lairs in a fury that was completely unprecedented. Whether they caught the particular 

villains who had gutted the Venus-bound ship none could ever say, but the pirate power 

had been broken from that year on.

And the patrol ships found something else: a tiny lifeboat winding a precarious orbit 

between Venus and Earth, radiating its coldly automatic radio calls for help. Only a child 

was inside. A frightened, lonely four-year-old, who did not speak for hours except to say 

stoutly, “Mother said I wasn’t to cry.”

It was David Starr.

Isaac Asimov (1920–1992), one of the best-known and most successful authors to 

emerge from the golden age of science fiction, was born in the Soviet Union and came to 

the United States in 1923. He earned his PhD in chemistry in 1948, and in 1958 became a 

full-time writer. His writings include the Foundation series; I, Robot; Tomorrow’s Children; 

and numerous works of nonfiction touching on a range of scientific topics. Among his 

accolades are six Hugo Awards, a SFWA Grand Master Award, and high praise from such 

luminaries as Kurt Vonnegut, Arthur C. Clarke, and Gene Roddenberry.
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