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Hattie Mae is from Seed County, North Carolina. She knows hard work: 
milking cows, plucking  chickens, minding the garden. Her hands are made 
for manual labor, her feet for dirt—that is, according to Lisa and some of the 
girls at Miss Abigail’s School for Exceptional Young Ladies in Philadelphia. In 
their eyes, Hattie Mae will never break into upper society and is unworthy of  
becoming a doctor or a lawyer.

Though Hattie Mae sticks out like a sore thumb and has more in common 
with the hundreds of Black folks pouring into the city looking for better 
opportunities during the Great Migration, she knows that she belongs. She just 
has to prove it to the rest of the girls—and maybe even to herself. 

A moving coming-of-age story about finding the courage to be yourself, 
chasing your dreams, and lending a hand to others along the way.

Sharon G. Flake is the author of The Skin I’m In, which has sold over a  
million copies worldwide and has been translated into numerous languages. 
Flake has written over a dozen books, winning multiple Coretta Scott 
King Awards, ALA-ALSC Notable citations, and an NAACP Image Award 
nomination, among many other accolades. She has been writing books from 
her home (and Panera) for over twenty years, including Once in a Blue Moon,  
a companion novel to Hattie Mae Begins Again.
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