2000: Isabelle Whitmore vanishes without a trace from Sherman Ranch
in Anhalt, Texas.

2025: As the annual Lone Star Princess Pageant looms, old grudges
and buried secrets resurface among the women of Anhalt, all of whom
have connections to pageants past. Ingrid returns home for the first time
since her sister Isabelle vanished—just as a construction crew starts
digging up Sherman Ranch. The pageant reopens wounds for Melanie,
tests Cat’s hard-won sobriety, and pushes Sarah Lynn—heir to a
pageant dynasty—to her breaking point.

When resentments boil over and a record-breaking storm cuts the
power, the contestants soon learn that in Anhalt, beauty dies—but
secrets never do.

KELSEY COX received her MFA in fiction from Purdue University and
works from home in the Texas Hill Country. You can often find her
writing at Mammen Family Public Library, chasing around her two young
daughters, or watching British mysteries with her mom and aunts. On
nights when bedtime goes as planned, she enjoys curling up on the sofa,
glass of wine in hand, and a book with complicated characters and a
killer twist in her lap. She is also the author of Party of Liars.
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