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Amateur private investigator and new dad Charlie Shaw gets more than he bargained 
for when he agrees to track down a young girl’s missing father in Rob Phillips’ award-
winning debut.

Charlie Shaw is low on sleep. And cash. Otherwise, life is going pretty well for the ex-crime 

reporter: he’s happily married to his college sweetheart, he’s a first-time dad to the most 

adorable baby girl in existence, and he’s making ends meet as a rookie PI. But when Charlie 

meets Friday Finley, a frightened sixteen-year-old runaway on a stakeout-gone-wrong, his 

world gets a little more complicated.

Friday is looking for her estranged father Shawn, an unreliable alcoholic who left when she was 

young—and who also happens to be her only shot at avoiding the foster care system since her 

mother’s death a few weeks earlier.

At first, Charlie believes the man is simply hiding out somewhere, avoiding his responsibilities 

as usual, but the more he investigates, the more unsettling—and dangerous—Shawn’s 

disappearance becomes. When his own family is threatened, Charlie realizes he’s in over his 

head, but can he back out now that he’s begun to care for Friday as his own?

A perfect blend of humor and high stakes, Stakeouts and Strollers is a heartwarming story of 

fatherhood, family, and what it really means to be a “Girl Dad.”

ROB PHILLIPS grew up in the Dallas area, where he became an Emmy-winning sportswriter 

covering the Dallas Cowboys for print, radio, and television. Rob and his wife are proud 

parents to a spunky senior King Charles spaniel and a lively young daughter, who’s still  

waiting for her first stakeout. His debut novel, Stakeouts and Strollers, won the Minotaur Books/

Malice Domestic Best First Traditional Mystery Novel Award.

DAN BITTNER is an actor and voice talent and winner of several AudioFile Earphones Awards 

for audio narration. He has starred on stage and on the screen, in movies such as Men in 
Black, Adventureland, and the Producers: The Movie Musical. He has also appeared onstage 

as Macbeth and Sherlock Holmes in the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
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