
Diversity in human sex and gender is nothing new, 
as readers will discover through illustrated stories and records from ancient 
times through the present day. Tales of figures like the controversial Roman 
emperor Elagabalus or the swashbuckling seventeenth-century conquistador 
Antonio de Erauso can shed light on modern gender experiences, create spaces 
for thought, and most importantly, foreground a past that, for hundreds of 
years, has been erased, rewritten, and ignored. 

In this remarkable compendium, Alex L. Combs and Andrew Eakett explore 
some of the societal roles played by trans people beginning in ancient times 
and show how European ideas about gender were spread across the globe. 
They explain how the science of sexology and the growing acceptance of (and 
backlash to) gender nonconformity have helped to shape what it means to be 
trans today. And through illustrated conversations with activists, scholars, and 
creatives, they give readers a deeper sense of the diversity of trans people, a 
group numbering in the millions.

Alex L. Combs & Andrew Eakett are a couple and creative team in the Bay 
Area. They enjoy studying and making art about feminism and gender studies. 
With this book, they are excited to share some of what they have learned over 
decades of journeying into these topics.
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