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An indispensable guide to Greenland—why it matters, and how it could become the 
next global flashpoint.

Elizabeth Buchanan’s short history begins with Erik the Red and the Vikings, Greenland’s 
first colonizers—whose settlement of over 2,000 people mysteriously disappeared. She 
explores the island’s evolution from a Danish possession into an autonomous territory, 
and its role in World War II, when soldiers from the US helped Greenland’s 15-man army, 
operating on dogsleds, capture Nazis trying to set up secret, remote surveillance outposts. 
She details how Greenland became a strategic hot spot in the Cold War arms race between 
the US and Russia—when the US built a nuclear-powered base under the Greenland 
icesheet, and President Kennedy devised Project Iceworm, a plan to deploy 600 ballistic 
ice-hidden missiles there.

Finally, she dissects Greenland’s position today at the center of a new “great game,” 
featuring Cold War belligerents the US and Russia and now China, and the mounting 
domestic pressures for independence—not to mention President Trump’s agenda to 
acquire the landmass.

Buchanan poses provocative yet compelling scenarios for Greenland’s future, providing  
an essential listen for anyone curious about this frozen frontier and its place on the  
world stage.

ELIZABETH BUCHANAN, PhD, is a polar geopolitics expert who cofounded the polar 
warfare program at West Point, was head of research for the Royal Australian Navy, and 
been a Visiting Maritime Fellow at NATO’s Defense College. Her previous books are Russian 
Energy Strategy in the Asia-Pacific and Red Arctic: Russian Arctic Strategy under Putin. She 
is currently a senior fellow with the Australian Strategic Policy Institute.

ANN RICHARDSON is an Earphones-winning narrator who studied broadcast journalism 
and Spanish at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. Years later, the desire to take up a 
creative yet productive career lead her to narrating audiobooks and founding Great Plains 
Audiobooks, an audiobook publishing company focusing on bringing Midwestern literature 
to audio.
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