As a priestess paid to guide the deceased home, Kang Siying has never feared
death. However, when her beloved father collapses, Siying realizes that even
she is not free from the cruel grasp of mortality. Desperate to provide her
father with the medical aid he needs, Siying accepts a dangerous job that
promises a generous commission, and travels to a hostile state to retrieve the
corpse of a missing prince.

But when Siying places her reanimation talisman on the dead prince’s
head, rather than making the corpse obedient to Siying’s commands, the
talisman brings the prince back to life. Worse, he won’t stay alive for long—
not unless he absorbs enough qi (life force) to keep his soul anchored to
his body.

In return for a reward worth twice her original commission, Siying agrees
to aid the frustratingly handsome prince in finding and purifying evil spirits
for their qi. As they journey across the countryside, encountering vengeful
ghosts and enemy spies alike, they gradually uncover dark secrets about the
prince’s death—secrets that could endanger both Siying’s father and their

entire kingdom.

TESIA TSAI was born in Los Angeles to immigrant parents from Taiwan. She
currently teaches at Brigham Young University and lives with her husband,
two cats, and a dog in Utah. When not writing or reading, she enjoys watching

Asian dramas, playing video games, and planning her next trip.
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