
SEVENTH GRADER ALEX’S favorite things to do are watching 

YouTube videos of rocket launches with his papi and spending 

hours on the NASA website, reading about astronauts and planets. He 

even dreams of going to space one day himself, and he knows he’ll have 

to study hard in order to get there.

But Alex is in an SC (self-contained) classroom, which means doing 

the same dull worksheets every day and reading books his sister read 

back in the third grade. Worst of all, being in SC means nobody thinks 

he’s ready to join Ms. Rosef’s mainstream science class—the one Alex 

knows will be the first step on his path to NASA.

When his teacher says “not yet” for the millionth time, Alex decides 

to make a change. Now he’s ready to try everything he can to get the 

people in his life—his teachers, his parents, and the kids at school—to 

understand that he, Alex Ramirez, is capable of the extraordinary.

JASMINNE PAULINO is a Spanish teacher who has participated in 

workshops and mentorships with the Highlights Foundation and Las 

Musas, and she holds an MFA in writing for young people from Lesley 

University. The Extraordinary Orbit of Alex Ramirez is her debut novel 

for young readers.

READ BY JOEY FLOREZ

47032

© 2025 by Jasminne Paulino 𝖯 2025 Penguin Random House LLC. All rights reserved. Listening 
Library, an imprint of the Penguin Random House Audio Publishing Group. 1745 Broadway, New 
York, New York 10019. LISTENING LIBRARY® is a registered trademark of Penguin Random 
House LLC. www.listeninglibrary.com

Runtime: 2h. 34m. • Unabridged

Kids

© 2025 Playaway. Patented.  
All rights reserved.  
31999 Aurora Road, Solon, OH 44139 USA
Designed in Ohio. Made in China.  
www.playaway.com 
The Playaway format is recommended for children ages 5 and up.

A U D I O


