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In California’s Central Valley, five women and one man join to discuss Jane Austen’s novels. 
Over the six months they get together, marriages are tested, affairs begin, unsuitable 
arrangements become suitable, and love happens. With an eye for the frailities of human 
behavior and an ear for the absurdities of social intercourse, Karen Joy Fowler has never 
been wittier, nor her characters more appealing. The result is a delicious dissection of 
modern relationships.

“Karen Joy Fowler creates a novel that is so winning, so touching, so delicately, slyly witty
that admirers of Persuasion and Emma will simply sigh with happiness.”

—Michael Dirda, The Washington Post Book World

“Playful and Intelligent…” —Publishers Weekly Starred Review

“Fowler’s shrewdest, funniest fiction yet…You don’t have to be a student of Jane Austen 
to enjoy it, either…Lovers of Austen will relish this book, but I envy any who comes to it

unfamiliar with her. There’s no better introduction.”
—Patricia T. O’Conner, The New York Times Book Review

Karen Joy Fowler is the author of Sister Noon, a PEN/Faulkner finalist, Sarah Canary, The 
Sweetheart Season, and the story collection Black Glass. She lives in Davis, California.

Kimberly Schraf has been recording acclaimed audiobooks for twelve years and has acted 
professionally in theaters ranging from Arena Stage and the Kennedy Center to Scotland’s 
Deinburgh Festival. She is a graduate of St. John’s College in Annapolis.


