
KAI SOSA is so passionate about swimming, he is practically a fish. This summer, he’s 
determined to become the athlete he once was on an elite swim team.

But something invisible holds him back. His race times are off. Dreams of his sister 
Cali haunt him. And he hasn’t found her missing gold cuff, her last request. Mom is still 
talking about grief, even though it’s been two years since she disappeared. He’s fine now, 
isn’t he?

When Kai discovers a library book Cali had checked out multiple times—about an 
underwater realm and a mysterious place called the Library of Despair and Sorrow—
details from the story begin to appear in his own life: dolphin pods, imposing rock 
towers, unusual sea creatures, and even Cali’s beloved bracelet. As myth and reality 
collide, El Niño unleashes its fury, and Kai is swept up in a storm of events that will 
change his understanding of love, death, grief, and how best to honor those we’ve lost.

PAM MUÑOZ RYAN is a Newbery Honoree, a Kirkus Prize winner, and a New York 
Times bestselling author. She received the NEA’s Human and Civil Rights Award 
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TIMOTHY ANDRÉS PABON has narrated over 500 books, receiving a 2015 SOVAS 
nomination, multiple Earphones awards, and an Audie nomination in 2020. A bilingual 
stage actor, Tim is classically trained in Shakespeare and Spanish Golden Age Drama.  

E.J. LAVERY is an award-winning narrator and classically trained actor whose 
work can be heard on Cruzita and the Mariacheros, and Stage Fright. Drawing on her 
Mexican and Irish heritage, she brings unique depth and authenticity to the characters  
she voices.
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Sometimes the only way to hold on 
to what we love is to let go.
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