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A classic of American literature from a Nobel Prize winning author, The 
Sound and the Fury is widely considered to be one of the best novels of the 
twentieth century. William Faulkner expertly illustrates the epic and tragic 
story of the Compson family, three generations of Southern aristocrats on 
the brink of ruin.

Unprecedented for its time, Faulkner weaves a tale spanning nearly two 
decades, told from multiple points of view in a style all its own. Featuring 
some of the most memorable characters in literature—the beautiful and 
rebellious Caddy; the haunted and neurotic Quentin; the brutal and cynical 
Jason; and Dilsey, the matriarchal servant who observes them all—this novel 
is a heart-rending investigation of family, legacy, social change, and the 
decline of a once powerful aristocratic dynasty.

WILLIAM FAULKNER was born in New Albany, Mississippi, on 
September 25, 1897. Faulkner had begun writing poems when he was a 
schoolboy and published a poetry collection in 1924 at his own expense. 
In 1950, Faulkner traveled to Sweden to accept the 1949 Nobel Prize for 
Literature. He died of a heart attack on July 6, 1962.
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