
Omakakiins and her family live on the land her people call the Island of the 
Golden-Breasted Woodpecker. Though there are growing numbers of gichi-
mookomaanag, white people, encroaching, life continues much as it always has. 
Every summer they build a new birchbark house. Every fall they go to ricing 
camp to harvest and feast. They move to the cedar log house before the first 
snows arrive, and they celebrate the end of the long, cold winters at spring 
maple-sugaring camp. In between, Omakakiins fights with her annoying little 
brother, Pinch; plays with the adorable baby, Niiwo; and tries to be grown up 
like her big sister, Angeline.

But the satisfying rhythms of their life are shattered when a visitor comes to 
their lodge one winter night, bringing with him an invisible enemy that will change 
things forever—but that will eventually lead Omakakiins to discover her calling.

By turns moving and funny, The Birchbark House is a breathtaking story 
from the acclaimed Louise Erdrich and is the first book in the celebrated series 
about one Ojibwe family’s journey through a hundred years of American history.

LOUISE ERDRICH lives with her family in Minnesota and is the 
owner of Birchbark Books, an independent bookstore. Ms. Erdrich is a member 
of the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa. This story was inspired when Ms. 
Erdrich and her mother, Rita Gourneau Erdrich, were researching their own 
family history. The Birchbark House is the first installment and was a National 
Book Award finalist and is followed by The Game of Silence, winner of the Scott 
O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction; the acclaimed The Porcupine Year; Chickadee, 
winner of the Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction; and Makoons.

Ms. Erdrich is also the bestselling author of many novels for adults, including 
the Pulitzer Prize winner The Night Watchman, the Pulitzer Prize finalist The 
Plague of Doves, and the National Book Award winner The Round House. You can 
visit her online at birchbarkbooks.com.
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