
On January 20, 2003, a thunderous crack rang out and a violent tide of snow 

barreled down the northern Selkirk Mountains in British Columbia, Canada. 

Thirteen skiers and snowboarders were caught in the maelstrom and buried 

beneath several tons of rock-hard snow and ice in the Durrand Glacier avalanche. 

Among them was Craig Kelly—“the Michael Jordan of  snowboarding”—a 

world champion who had propelled the sport into the mainstream before walking 

away from competitions to rekindle his passion in the untamed alpine wilds of  

North America.

The Darkest White tells the story of Craig Kelly’s life, an extraordinary 

and inspiring odyssey of a latchkey kid whose athletic prowess and innovations 

would revolutionize winter sports, carry him around the globe, and push him into 

the ever more extreme environments that would ultimately take his life. It is also 

a definitive, immersive account of snowboarding and the cultural movement that 

exploded around it, growing the sport from minor Gen X cult hobby to Olympic 

centerpiece and a billion-dollar business full of feuds and rivalries. Finally,  

The Darkest White is a mesmerizing, cautionary portrait of the mountains, 

of the allure and the glory they offer, and of the avalanches they unleash with 

unforgiving fury.

E R I C  B L E H M  is the award-winning author of the New York Times bestsellers 

Fearless (soon to be a major motion picture) and The Only Thing Worth 

Dying For. His book The Last Season won the 2007 National Outdoor Book 

Award and was named by Outside magazine as one of the “greatest adventure 

biographies ever written.”
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