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I rene Steele has an idyllic life: a beautiful Iowa City Victorian house, lovingly 
restored to perfection; a husband who adores her to skywriting, sentimental 

extremes; two grown sons out leading interesting lives; and a satisfying magazine job. 
But as she greets the new year on a cold and snowy night, everything comes crashing 
down around her with the insistent ringing of her phone and the shocking news that 
her beloved husband, away on business, has been killed in a plane crash.

But before Irene can even process this tragedy, she must confront the 
perplexing details of her husband’s death, on the island of St. John, a distant 
Caribbean paradise she’d be challenged to find on a map. What on earth was he 
doing there, and why is his boss being so evasive about the details surrounding his 
death? Irene and her sons arrive on St. John only to make another shocking 
discovery: her husband had a secret, other life. As Irene investigates the mysterious 
circumstances of her husband’s death, she and her sons have to face the truths 
about their own lives and secrets. 

Rich with the lush beauty of the tropics and the drama, romance, and intrigue 
only Elin Hilderbrand delivers, Winter in Paradise is a truly transporting novel, and 
the exciting start of a new series.

Elin Hilderbrand is a graduate of the Johns Hopkins University and the Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop. She has lived on Nantucket for twenty-five years and is the 
mother of three teenagers. Winter in Paradise is her twenty-second novel.


