Outside the Wire  jason Kander

TEN LESSONS I'VE LEARNED IN EVERYDAY COURAGE Read by the Author

A smart and revealing political memoir from a rising star of the Democratic Party.

“In life and in politics, the most important work is often that which happens outside the wire.”

Going “outside the wire”—military lingo for “leaving the safety of a base”—has taught
Jason Kander to take risks and make change rather than settle for the easy option.
After you've volunteered to put your life on the line with and for your fellow Americans
in Afghanistan, cynical politics and empty posturing back home just feel like an insult.

Kander understands that showing political courage really just means doing the
right thing no matter what. He won a seat in the Missouri legislature at age twenty-seven
and then, at thirty-one, became the first millennial in the country elected to statewide
office. An unapologetic progressive from the heartland, he rejected conventional political
wisdom and stood up to the NRA in 2016 with a now-famous Senate campaign ad in
which he argued for gun reform while assembling a rifle blindfolded.

That fearless commitment to service has placed him at the forefront of a new
generation of American political leaders. In his final interview as president, Barack
Obama pointed to Kander as the future of the Democratic Party.

“...do something rather than be something...”

OUTSIDE THE WIRE is a candid, practical guide for anyone thinking about public
service and everyone wishing to make a difference. It’s a call to action, an entertaining
meditation on the demands and rewards of civic engagement, and, ultimately, a hopeful
vision for America’s future—all seen through the eyes of one of its most dedicated
servants.

A husband, a father, a former Army Captain who served in Afghanistan, and Missouri’s
former secretary of state, JASON KANDER is the president of Let America Vote. He’s the
host of the Crooked Media-backed podcast Majority 54, and he has traveled the country since
2016 offering a bright vision for the future of America and the Democratic Party. Kander
lives in Kansas City with his wife, Diana, an entrepreneur, and their four-year-old son, True.
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