
P. J. Ochlan, an Audie Award–winning and multiple AudioFile Earphones 
Award–winning narrator, has recorded hundreds of audiobooks. His acting 
career spans more than thirty years and has also included Broadway, the New 
York Shakespeare Festival, critically acclaimed feature films, and regular roles 
in television series.

David E. Fishman teaches history at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New 
York. His involvement with the story recounted in The Book Smugglers began 
twenty-five years ago, when he was invited to consult on items discovered in a 
former church in Vilnius. He is the author of four scholarly monographs and one 
textbook.

The Book Smugglers is the nearly unbelievable story of ghetto residents who 
rescued thousands of rare books and manuscripts—first from the Nazis and 
then from the Soviets—by hiding them on their bodies, burying them in bunkers, 
and smuggling them across borders. It is a tale of heroism and resistance, of 
friendship and romance, and of unwavering devotion—including the readiness 
to risk one's life—to literature and art.

And it is entirely true. Based on Jewish, German, and Soviet documents, 
including diaries, letters, memoirs, and the author's interviews with several of 
the story's participants, The Book Smugglers chronicles the daring activities of 
a group of poets turned partisans and scholars turned smugglers in Vilna, "The 
Jerusalem of Lithuania."
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