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As Lawrence Freedman shows, the future of war has a past and 
a present. Ideas of war, strategies for warfare and its practice, and 
organizing principles of war all have rich and varied origins which have 
shaped the minds of those who conceive the next war. Freedman shows 
how war can be studied systematically and empirically to provide a firm 
foundation for enlightened policy.

The Future of War—which covers civil wars to as yet unknown nuclear 
conflicts, proxy wars (real) to the Cold War (not), fashionably small 
wars to the War to End All Wars (it didn’t)—is filled with insight and 
fascinating nuggets of military history and culture from one of the most 
brilliant military and strategic historians of his generation.

Lawrence Freedman has been Professor of War Studies at King’s 
College London since 1982, and Vice-Principal since 2003. Elected a 
Fellow of the British Academy in 1995 and awarded the CBE in 1996, 
he was appointed Official Historian of the Falklands Campaign in 1997. 
He was awarded the KCMG in 2003. In June 2009 he was appointed to 
serve as a member of the official inquiry into Britain and the 2003 Iraq 
War. Professor Freedman has written extensively on nuclear strategy 
and the cold war, as well as commentating regularly on contemporary 
security issues. His most recent book, A Choice of Enemies: America 
Confronts the Middle East, won the 2009 Lionel Gelber Prize and Duke 
of Westminster Medal for Military Literature.
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