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How we ultimately gained the American Customary System - the last traditional system in 
the world - and how Gunter’s chain indelibly imprinted its dimensions on the land, on cities, 
and on our culture from coast to coast is both an exciting human and intellectual drama 
and one of the great untold stories in American history. Sagely argued and beautifully 
written, Measuring America reveals the colossal power contained inside the acres and 
miles, ounces and pounds that we use every day without ever realizing their significance. In 
the process, it offers readers an opportunity to see our democracy in a brilliant new light.

“This expertly written and eminently enjoyable chronicle is highly
recommended for history and history of science collections.”

—Library Journal

“Make room on the library shelf for the never-before-told saga of the
survey that converted the vast wilderness west of the Ohio River into a

commodity marked out for government sale.”
—Booklist, Starred Review


