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One American soldier called it “a green hell on earth.” Monsoon-soaked 
wilderness, debilitating heat, impassable mountains, torrential rivers, and 
disease-infested swamps—New Guinea was a battleground far more deadly 
than the most fanatical of enemy troops. Japanese forces numbering some 
600,000 men began landing in January 1942, determined to seize the island 
as a cornerstone of the Empire’s strategy to knock Australia out of the war. 
Allied commander-in-chief General Douglas MacArthur committed 340,000 
Americans, as well as tens of thousands of Australian, Dutch, and New Guinean 
troops, to retake New Guinea at all costs.

In this gripping narrative, historian James P. Duffy chronicles the most 
ruthless combat of the Pacific War, a fight complicated by rampant tropical 
disease, violent rainstorms, and unforgiving terrain that punished both Axis 
and Allied forces alike. Drawing on primary sources, War at the End of the 
World fills in a crucial gap in the history of World War II while offering listeners 
a narrative of the first rank.

James P. Duffy is the author of over a dozen books, most on military history. 
His World War II titles include The Sinking of the Laconia and the U-Boat War, 
Target America, and Hitler’s Secret Pirate Fleet. He has also written on the 
American Civil War and the rulers of Imperial Russia.

Joe Barrett has been a working stage, screen, and recording booth actor 
since 1974 and an award-winning and eight-time Audie Award–nominated 
audiobook narrator since 1999. He also practiced law for five years—but 
don’t hold that again.
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