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“This history lesson is a stirring narrative, a pleasure throughout, leaving the 
[listener] nourished and enlightened.”
� —DIANE MCWHORTER, author of the Pulitzer Prize winner Carry Me Home 

With Abraham Lincoln’s assassination, his “team of rivals” was left adrift. 
President Andrew Johnson, a former slave owner from Tennessee, was 
challenged by Northern Congressmen, Radical Republicans, who wanted to 
punish the defeated South. When Johnson’s policies placated the rebels at 
the expense of the freed black men, radicals in the House impeached him for 
trying to fire Secretary of War Edwin Stanton. Johnson was saved from removal 
by one vote in the Senate trial, presided over by Salmon Chase. Even William 
Seward, Lincoln’s closest ally in his cabinet, seemed to waver.

By the 1868 election, united Republicans nominated Ulysses Grant. His 
attempts to reconcile Southerners with the Union and to quash the rising Ku 
Klux Klan were undercut by postwar greed and corruption during his two terms. 
Reconstruction died unofficially in 1887 when Republican Rutherford Hayes 
joined with the Democrats in a deal that removed the last federal troops from 
South Carolina and Louisianan.

A. J. Langguth, a professor emeritus of journalism in the Annenberg School for 
Communication at the University of Southern California, is the author of almost 
a dozen books, including Union 1812, Patriots, Driven West, and Our Vietnam. 
He lives in Los Angeles.

An award-winning audio engineer for over forty years, Tom Perkins has 
expanded his skills to narrating and has more than twenty titles to his credit. 
His recent recordings include A Wolf Called Romeo by Nick Jans and Never 
Turn Your Back on an Angus Cow by Dr. Jan Pol, with David Fisher.
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