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“A fast-paced tale…splendid.” —Publishers Weekly 

The Bayeux Tapestry is the world’s most famous textile—an exquisite 
230-foot-long embroidered panorama depicting the events surrounding 
the Norman Conquest of 1066. It is also one of history’s most mysterious 
and compelling works of art. This haunting stitched account of the battle 
that redrew the map of medieval Europe has inspired dreams of theft, 
waves of nationalism, visions of limitless power, and aesthetic rapture. In 
his fascinating new book, R. Howard Bloch reveals the history, the hidden 
meaning, the deep beauty, and the enduring allure of this astonishing 
piece of cloth. The richest horde of buried Anglo-Saxon treasure, the 
matchless beauty of Byzantine silk, Aesop’s strange fable “The Swallow 
and the Linseed”—all are brilliantly woven into Bloch’s riveting narrative.

Seamlessly integrating Norman, Anglo-Saxon, Viking, and Byzantine 
elements, the Bayeux Tapestry ranks with Chartres and the Tower of 
London as a crowning achievement of medieval Europe. And yet, more 
than a work of art, the Tapestry served as the suture that bound up the 
wounds of 1066.

R. Howard Bloch, director of the Humanities Division and the Sterling 
Professor of French at Yale University, is the author of numerous books, 
including the award-winning The Anonymous Marie de France.

Winner of nine AudioFile Earphones Awards and a prestigious APA Audie 
award, Stephen Hoye has recorded such notable titles as the New York 
Times bestseller Rich Dad, Poor Dad; Every Second Counts; and The 
Google Story.
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