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In the years after World War II, Georgetown’s leafy streets were home to an 
unlikely group of cold warriors: a coterie of affluent, well-educated, well-
connected civilians who helped steer American strategy from the Marshall 
Plan through McCarthyism, Vietnam, and the endgame of Watergate. 
This Georgetown set included Phil and Kay Graham, husband-and-wife 
publishers of the Washington Post; Joe and Stewart Alsop, odd-couple 
brothers who were among the country’s premier political pundits; Frank 
Wisner, a manic-depressive lawyer in charge of CIA covert operations; and 
a host of diplomats, spies, and scholars. It was a time when presidents made 
foreign policy in consultation with reporters and professors—often over 
martinis and hors d’oeuvres—and columnists like the Alsops promoted 
those policies in the next day’s newspapers. Gregg Herken illuminates the 
drama of these years and brings this remarkable roster of men and women 
and their world vividly to life.

GREGG HERKEN is professor emeritus of modern American diplomatic 
history at the University of California and the author of Brotherhood of the 
Bomb, The Winning Weapon, Counsels of War, and Cardinal Choices. He and 
his family live in Santa Cruz, California.
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“Herken’s intriguing volume is a passport that enables us to visit the
vanished country of Georgetown during the Cold War.”

—GEORGE F. WILL, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist

“Herken has connected the dots between these so-called ‘wise men of the  
twentieth century’ better than anybody else. An absolutely wonderful read!”

—DOUGLAS BRINKLEY, New York Times bestselling author


