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“Nigel Hamilton’s Mantle of Command is a stirring and noteworthy book 
about Roosevelt’s crucial role as commander-in-chief during World War II. 
Hamilton writes with insight, passion, and a great grasp of history.”

—CARLO D’ESTE, author of Patton: A Genius for War 

Based on years of archival research and interviews with the last surviving 
aides and Roosevelt family members, Nigel Hamilton offers a definitive 
account of FDR’s masterful—and underappreciated—command of the 
Allied war effort. Hamilton takes listeners inside FDR’s White House Oval 
Study—his personal command center—and into the meetings where he 
battled with Churchill about strategy and tactics and overrode the near 
mutinies of his own generals and secretary of war.

Time and again, FDR was proven right while his allies and generals were 
wrong. When the generals wanted to attack the Nazi-fortified coast of 
France, FDR knew the Allied forces weren’t ready. When Churchill insisted 
his Far East colonies were loyal and would resist the Japanese, Roosevelt 
knew it was a fantasy. As Hamilton’s account reaches its climax with the 
Torch landings in North Africa in late 1942, the tide of war turns in the Allies’ 
favor, and FDR’s genius for psychology and military affairs is clear. This 
must-listen account is an intimate, sweeping look at a great president in 
history’s greatest conflict.

Nigel Hamilton is a bestselling and award-winning biographer of President 
John F. Kennedy, General Bernard “Monty” Montgomery, and President 
Bill Clinton, among other subjects. He is a senior fellow in the McCormack 
Graduate School at the University of Massachusetts Boston and the first 
president of the Biographers International Organization.

James Langton trained as an actor at the Royal Scottish Academy of Music 
and Drama. An AudioFile Earphones Award winner, he has performed many 
voice-overs and narrated numerous audiobooks, including Rush to Glory by 
Tom Rubython and The Siege by Adrian Levy and Cathy Scott-Clark. James 
was born in York, England, and is now based in New York City.

© 2014 Nigel Hamilton 𝖯 2014 Tantor Media, Inc. Published by arrangement with 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Jacket design by Elaine Byers. 
www.tantor.com

Running Time: 17 Hours • Unabridged


