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November 1943 to May 1945. The US Army Air Forces waged an unprecedentedly 
dogged and violent campaign against Hitler’s vital oil production and industrial plants 
on the Third Reich’s southern flank. Flying from southern Italy, far from the limelight 
enjoyed by the Eighth Air Force in England, the Fifteenth Air Force engaged in high-
risk missions spanning most of the European continent. Their story deserves a prideful 
place in the annals of American gallantry.

In Forgotten Fifteenth, Barrett Tillman brings into focus a seldom-seen 
multinational cast of characters, including pilots from Axis nations Romania, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria. They were the first generation of fliers—few of them professionals—to 
conduct a strategic bombing campaign against a major industrial nation. They suffered 
steady attrition and occasionally spectacular losses. In so doing, they contributed to the 
end of the most destructive war in history.

“Tillman’s style is engaging and his history is an enjoyable and informative read 
for serious historians as well as for more general readers.” —Publishers Weekly

“Outstanding…The author’s detailed research complements his superb writing 
style in paying tribute to the personnel of the Fifteenth…This is one book 
everybody needs.” —Walter J. Boyne, New York Times bestselling author

BARRETT TILLMAN is a widely recognized expert on air warfare in World War 
II and the author of more than forty nonfiction and fiction books on military topics, 
including Whirlwind. The former managing editor of The Hook, Tillman’s is a familiar 
face on television documentaries in the United States and Europe. He has received 
numerous awards for history and literature, including the Admiral Arthur Radford 
Award. He lives in Mesa, Arizona.

Robertson Dean has played leading roles on and off Broadway and at dozens of 
regional theaters throughout the country. He has a BA from Tufts University and an 
MFA from Yale. He now lives in Los Angeles, where he works in film and television in 
addition to narrating.
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