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P aris in 1895. Alfred Dreyfus, a young Jewish officer, has just been convicted of treason, 
sentenced to life imprisonment at Devil’s Island, and stripped of his rank in front of a 

baying crowd of twenty thousand. Among the witnesses to his humiliation is Georges 
Picquart, the ambitious, intellectual, recently promoted head of the counterespionage agency 
that “proved” Dreyfus had passed secrets to the Germans. At first, Picquart firmly believes in 
Dreyfus’s guilt. But it is not long after Dreyfus is delivered to his desolate prison that Picquart 
stumbles on information that leads him to suspect there is still a spy at large in the French 
military. As evidence of the most malignant deceit mounts and spirals inexorably toward the 
uppermost levels of government, Picquart is compelled to question not only the case against 
Dreyfus but also his most deeply held beliefs about his country, and about himself. 
  Bringing to life the scandal that mesmerized the world at the turn of the twentieth 
century, Robert Harris tells a tale of uncanny timeliness—a witch hunt, secret tribunals, out-
of-control intelligence agencies, the fate of a whistle-blower—richly dramatized with the 
singular storytelling mastery that has marked all of his internationally bestselling novels.

R O B E R T  H A R R I S  is the author of eight bestselling novels: Fatherland, Enigma, 
Archangel, Pompeii, Imperium, The Ghost Writer, Conspirata, and The Fear Index. Several of his 
books have been adapted to film, most recently The Ghost Writer, which was directed by 
Roman Polanski. Harris’s work has been translated into thirty-seven languages. He lives in the 
village of Kintbury, England, with his wife, Gill Hornby.

D AV I D  R I N T O U L  has played leading parts in many British companies, including the 
Royal Court, the National Theatre, and the Royal Shakespeare Company.  His numerous 
television appearances include Pride and Prejudice, Dr. Finlay, and the History Channel’s The 
Bible. His film credits include The Iron Lady, The Ghost Writer, and My Week with Marilyn.
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