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“Dan Balz’s ‘Collision 2012’ is the best presidential campaign chronicle in many years. It is a
great book, in part because it isn’t about what happened as much as about how people in the
campaigns were thinking.” —The Wall Street Journal
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Four years ago, a bright young presidential candidate named Barack Obama
campaigned on a theme of hope and change, and made history. Today, he
struggles with a dysfunctionally divided Congress, the controversial health-
care bill, a decade-long war, and a stagnant economy. Obama’s Republican
challenger, Mitt Romney, former corporate tycoon and former governor of
Massachusetts, faces his own controversies in the form of vague policies,
fluctuating positions, and questions about his business practices in the
private sector. Romney’s background seemed at odds with the Republican
base until he named fiscal conservative Paul Ryan as his running mate.

Using sources deep inside both campaigns and on the campaign trail
through primary and battleground states, Washington Post correspondent
Dan Balz traces the highs and lows of the Obama presidency as well as the
ruthless Republican primary, as both laid the groundwork for one of the most
crucial, contentious elections of our time.

COLLISION

“With a sharp eye for detail, crisp and often evocative prose, an understanding of politics and
politicians, and the experience gained over decades as a thoughtful old-school journalist, Balz
recreates the rhythms of the grueling presidential year of 2012.”

—The Washington Times

Dan Balz, chief correspondent at the Washington Post, has covered
American politics and government for four decades. He is coauthor of
Storming the Gates and the New York Times bestseller The Battle for
America 2008. Dan is a regular panelist on PBS’s Washington Week and
MSNBC'’s The Daily Rundown.

READ BY JEFFREY KAFER

Jeffrey Kafer is an avid performer on the stage and in voice-overs. He has
narrated over fifty books spanning all genres, and he won the 2008 Voicey
Award for Best New Voice. His recent audiobooks include Meat Eater by
Steven Rinella and The Founders’Key by Larry P. Arrn. Jeffrey lives in Seattle.

()‘ Running Time: 15.5 Hours ¢ Unabridged
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Playaway is a better listening experience
combining an easy-to-use player with an
entire audiobook.
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