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Fresh and insightful, The Half-Life of Facts offers a new approach 
to understanding the ever-changing information that bombards us.

Facts change all the time. Smoking has gone from healthy to deadly. 
The recommended age for a mammogram continues to increase. And 
the healthiness of carbs and fat seems to be in constant flux. We used 
to think the Earth was the center of the universe, that Pluto was a 
planet, and that the brontosaurus was a real dinosaur. What we know 
about the world is constantly changing.

Samuel Arbesman is an expert in scientometrics, literally the science 
of science—how we know what we know. He shows us how knowledge 
in most fields evolves systematically and predictably and how this 
evolution can have a powerful impact on our lives.

“Delightfully nerdy.”
—Wall Street Journal

Samuel Arbesman is an applied mathematician and network scientist. 
He is a senior scholar at the Kauffman Foundation and a research 
fellow at the Institute for Quantitative Social Science at Harvard 
University. His writing has appeared in the New York Times, the 
Atlantic, Wired, New Scientist, and the Boston Globe.

Sean Pratt has been a working professional actor in the theater, film, 
television, and voice-over for twenty years.
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