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Read by Joe Barrett

After his experiences as a young naval officer in battles off Okinawa during World War 
II, Philip Bowman returns to America and finds a position as a book editor. It is a time 
when publishing is still largely a private affair—a scattered family of small houses 
here and in Europe—a time of gatherings in fabled apartments and conversations 
that continue long into the night. In this world of dinners, deals, and literary careers, 
Bowman finds he fits in perfectly. But despite his success, love eludes him. His first 
marriage goes bad, another fails to happen, and finally he meets a woman who enthralls 
him and sets him on a course he could never have imagined for himself.

Romantic and haunting, All That Is explores a life unfolding in a world on the brink of 
change. It is a dazzling, sometimes devastating labyrinth of love and ambition, a fiercely 
intimate account of the great shocks and grand pleasures of being alive.

“The best novel I’ve read in years. All That Is will be treasured by its readers…A 
novel of the highest artistry.”

—Tim O’Brien, National Book Award–winning author of The Things They Carried

“A beautiful novel, with sufficient love, heartbreak, vengeance, identity confusion, 
longing, and euphoria of language to have satisfied Shakespeare.”

—John Irving, New York Times bestselling author

“This masterpiece is a smooth, absorbing narrative studded with bright particulars. 
If God is in the details, this book is divine.”

—Edmund White, National Book Critics Circle Award–winning author

James Salter is the author of numerous books, including novels, memoirs, and the 
collections Dusk, and Other Stories, which won the 1989 PEN/Faulkner Award, and 
Last Night. He is the recipient of the Rea Award for the Short Story and the PEN/
Malamud Award.


