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On January 17, 1913, alone and near starvation, Douglas Mawson, leader of the
Australasian Antarctic Expedition, was hauling a sledge to get back to base
camp—the dogs were gone. Mawson plunged through a snow bridge, dangling
over an abyss by the sledge harness. A line of poetry gave him the will to haul
himself back to the surface.
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Mawson was sometimes reduced to crawling, and one night he discovered that
the soles of his feet had detached from the flesh beneath. On February 8, when
he staggered back to base, his features unrecognizable, the first teammate to
reach him blurted out, “Which one are you?”
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This thrilling and almost unbelievable account establishes Mawson in his rightful
place as one of the greatest polar explorers and expedition leaders.

“Harrowing, exciting, and brutally real, Roberts provides a chilling backstory
to polar explorer Mawson’s bold solitary survival tale.” —Publishers Weekly
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“Intense and thrilling...This fast-moving account earns for Mawson and his
team a well-deserved place of honor in the so-called heroic age of Antarctic
exploration.” —Booklist

DAVID ROBERTS is the author of fifteen previous books on topics ranging from
mountain climbing to adventure to Native Americans and the American West. He
has written for numerous publications, including National Geographic, National
Geographic Adventure, Smithsonian, the New York Times Magazine, Atlantic
Monthly, and others. He lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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