
AMERICA IS IN TROUBLE. We face four major challenges on which our 
future depends, and we are failing to meet them. If we delay any longer, soon it 
will be too late for us to pass along the American dream to future generations.      

In That Used to Be Us, Thomas L. Friedman, one of our most influential 
columnists, and Michael Mandelbaum, one of our leading foreign policy 
thinkers, offer both a wake-up call and a call to collective action. They 
analyze four challenges we face—globalization, the revolution in information 
technology, the nation’s chronic deficits, and our pattern of excessive energy 
consumption—and spell out what we need to do now to sustain the American 
dream and preserve American power in the world.  

Friedman and Mandelbaum believe that the recovery of American 
greatness is within reach. They show how America’s history, when properly 
understood, offers a five-part formula for prosperity that will enable us to 
cope successfully with the challenges we face. They offer vivid profiles of 
individuals who have not lost sight of the American habits of bold thought 
and dramatic action. They propose a clear way out of the trap into which the 
country has fallen, a way that includes the rediscovery of some of our most 
vital traditions and the creation of a new third-party movement to galvanize 
the country.

THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN is a three-time recipient of the Pulitzer Prize for his 
work with The New York Times and is the author of five bestselling books, including 
The World Is Flat. 

MICHAEL MANDELBAUM, the Christian A. Herter Professor and Director 
of American Foreign Policy at The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced 
International Studies, is the author or coauthor of twelve books, including The Ideas 
That Conquered the World.
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