
“Through spare, vivid, and honest storytelling, The Ledge plunges [listeners] 
into a dark, icy chasm from which escape seems impossible. Then it reveals 
the strength it takes to look up, and to start climbing.”  —JIM SHEELER, 
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Final Salute 
In June 1992, Jim Davidson and Mike Price stood triumphantly atop 
Washington’s Mount Rainier, celebrating what they hoped would 
be the first of many milestones in their lives as passionate young 
mountaineers. Instead, their conquest gave way to catastrophe when 
a cave-in plunged them deep inside a glacial crevasse. Trapped on a 
narrow, unstable frozen ledge, deep below daylight and high above 
a yawning chasm, Davidson would desperately battle crumbling ice 
and snow that threatened to bury him alive, while struggling in vain 
to save his fatally injured companion. Finally, with little equipment, no 
partner, and rapidly dwindling hope, he would have to make a fateful 
choice—between the certainty of a slow, lonely death or the seeming 
impossibility of climbing for his life.

At once a heart-stopping adventure story, a heartfelt memoir of 
friendship, and a stirring meditation on fleeting mortality and immutable 
nature, The Ledge chronicles one man’s transforming odyssey from 
the dizzying heights of elation and awe to the punishing depths of grief 
and hard-won wisdom.

Jim Davidson is an accomplished climber, speaker, and science 
writer. Formerly an environmental geologist, he is now a professional 
speaker with Speaking of Adventure and has spoken to more than 
30,000 people across the United States and overseas. He lives in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, with his wife and two children. Kevin Vaughan is a 
Pulitzer Prize–nominated staff writer at the Denver Post. He lives in 
Colorado with his family.
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